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Speaker Presents 
"Volatile" Mix of 
Religion, Politics 
Harrow and Stowe Awarded 
$25,000 Watson Grants 
ALI MORRIS 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
On Wed. March 15, Reverend 
Charles Kimball spoke to a crowd 
in the Muskie Archives as part of 
the Bertha "May Lecture series in 
education and ethics. An author of 
four books, Dr. Kimball is a Baptist 
minister, a professor at Wake Forest 
University and a specialist in com¬ 
parative religions, particularly Islam 
and Christianity. As an expert on 
the Middle East, Dr. Kimball has 
visited the region over 35 times and 
was one of seven Americans invit¬ 
ed to settle the Iran-Contra conflict 
in the early 80s at the age of 29. 
Dr. Kimball first opened his 
speech by discussing three things 
See KIMBALL, page 6 
CHRISTINE ARSNOW 
STAFF WRITER 
This year, two Bates seniors, 
Andrew Stowe and Amanda Har¬ 
row, were awarded the prestigious 
Watson fellowship. The fellowship 
was founded in 1968 with the mis¬ 
sion of offering “college graduates 
of unusual promise a year of inde¬ 
pendent, purposeful exploration and 
travel outside of the United States in 
order to enhance their capacity for re¬ 
sourcefulness, imagination, openness 
and leadership and to foster their hu¬ 
mane and effective participation in 
the world community.” 
Applicants propose a project that 
will take a full year to complete. This 
project must reflect a “genuine inter¬ 
est” to which the applicant shows a 
“long-standing commitment.” Recipi¬ 
ents are awarded $25,000 to com¬ 
plete this project. During their year 
abroad, Watson Fellows must conduct 
their project with great independence 
and adaptability and cannot formally 
study at a foreign institution. Fel¬ 
lows must travel to areas of the world 
where they have never spent a sig¬ 
nificant amount of time and cannot 
return home at all during their Fel¬ 
lowship year. Harrow, who was un¬ 
available for an interview, proposed 
a project that will study international 
trends in child abuse and neglect. 
Harrow’s own family has supported 
24 foster children. In her Watson pro¬ 
posal, Harrow stated that viewing the 
effects of abuse and neglect firsthand 
“cultivated a deep, lasting compassion 
in [me] for those who are suffering. 
See WATSON, page 6 
U.S. News & World Report Ranking Re-examined 
CONOR HURLEY 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
Each fall, U.S. News & World Re¬ 
port releases “America’s Best Colleg¬ 
es,” a ranking system that is equally 
considered the ‘rankings bible’ and 
the epitome of the overly competi¬ 
tive admissions process. Though the 
rankings may be intended to inform 
potential applicants, students some¬ 
times view the list as a reflection 
of Bates' status among liberal arts 
colleges, especially fellow NESCAC 
schools. 
Director of Institutional Planning 
and Analysis "James Fergerson cau¬ 
tioned that while the rankings are 
“a good excuse to sell magazines... 
there is a harm that comes out of try¬ 
ing to make [the rankings] so exact.” 
In the most recent set of rankings, 
Bates climbed one position to 21st. 
Fergerson believes that the rankings 
overplay the differences between the 
colleges and that the difference be¬ 
tween each is too minute to quantify 
on this scale. 
Despite reassurances that rank¬ 
ings are of nominal importance, 
some students wonder how Colby 
(20th) and Hamilton (15th) beat out 
Bates again. U.S. News publishes a 
summary of the rankings’ method¬ 
ology, but intentionally withholds 
enough of the formula to prevent 
colleges from simply trying to pan¬ 
der to the rankings. Associate Direc¬ 
tor for Institutional Research Ellen 
Peters described efforts to decipher 
the formula as similar to “trying to 
put together a jigsaw puzzle of a bliz¬ 
zard, with half the pieces missing.” 
Despite such impediments, sufficient 
information is available to help ex¬ 
amine Bates' rank. 
Looking for areas where Bates 
is hit hard by the rankings system, 
INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
OCS Gives Interview The Repercussions of 
Tips Egg Donation 
the most evident component is ‘fac¬ 
ulty salary,’ a number that accounts 
for seven percent of the final. Un¬ 
fortunately for Bates, faculty salaries 
are far from the College’s strength; 
a full professor at Bates earns just 
under $90,000, while Colby pays 
over $100,000 and Bowdoin over 
$108,000. In faculty resources, the 
larger category that includes fac¬ 
ulty salaries, Hamilton’s rank of fifth 
trumps Bates' 58th. There is no way 
to tell the precise effect the poor 
evaluation in faculty resources has 
on the rankings, but it is not the only 
drag on the Colleges’ overall perfor¬ 
mance. 
In selectivity, Bates receives 23rd 
place. Yet, the College’s 30 percent 
acceptance rate would appear to be 
more selective than Hamilton’s 34, 
Colby’s 37 and Grinnell’s 51 percent, 
but all three are rated more selective 
than Bates. All four institutions have 
comparable SAT scores and class 
ranks for their admitted students. 
The parity in test scores and class 
rank would appear to tip the balance 
toward Bates, but the U.S. News 
formula marginalizes Bates’ low ac¬ 
ceptance rate; weighting it as only 
ten percent of the selectivity rank 
and merely 1.5 percent of the overall 
rank. Surprisingly, the rankings high¬ 
light low acceptance rates as a “key 
criteria in judging schools.” 
Peters expressed frustration with 
some of the fields U.S. News chose 
not to include. In 2003, the admis¬ 
sions yield, a statistic that Peters 
believes represents the enthusiasm 
of admitted students for Bates, was 
dropped from the rankings. Eight 
percent of the ranking represents the 
class size, in an effort to emphasize 
the importance of personal student- 
professor interaction; however, Peters 
believes that a component should 
be added to take account for one- 
on-one scholarship. She argues that 
the rating, which would favor Bates, 
“demonstrates a real commitment to 
education. It’s why almost every stu¬ 
dent does a senior thesis.” 
The most heavily weighted item 
in the rankings is the “peer assess¬ 
ment,” a survey sent to college presi¬ 
dents, provosts and deans of admis¬ 
sions asking them to rank all the peer 
schools on a scale of one to five. On 
the survey amounting to 25 percent 
of the entile score, Bates received 
a 4.0 average, which is on par with 
Colby and .2 ahead of Hamilton’s 
3.8. The peer review is especially im¬ 
portant not just because of the large 
weight, but also because the rating is 
an overall evaluation that is unlikely 
to be affected by any one variable. 
Bates financial resources and 
See RANKINGS, page 6 
Sociology Professor 
Releases New Book 
Sam Nagourney talks to Direc¬ 
tor of Career Services Charles Ko- 
vacs about how to ease students' 
worries when faced with upcom¬ 
ing job interviews. 
Page 5 
Cook Prepares for 
Senior Recital 
Adam Roux speaks with Chel¬ 
sea Cook about her upcoming Cel¬ 
lo recital and her musical growth 
at Bates. 
Page 7 
Forum.2 News.5 
Allie Goldstein considers some 
of the possible medical and ethi¬ 
cal issues that in-vitro fertilization 
raises for our society. 
Page 2 
Brent Morin Leads 
Men's Lacrosse to Win 
Over Trinity 
Morin and Matt Erisman '07 led 
Bates with four goals apiece to lead 
the Bobcats to an 11-10 win over 
Trinity on Saturday. 
Page 12 
Arts.7 Sports.12 
ANDREW SIMON 
STAFF WRITER 
Bates sociology professor Fran¬ 
cesco Duina, who recently released 
a new book entitled “The Social 
Construction of Free Trade: The Eu¬ 
ropean Union, NAFTA and Merco¬ 
sur,” spoke last Thursday about the 
implications of the world’s major 
regional trade agreements. Duina 
examined the foundations as well 
as the differences and similarities 
between the three systems. 
Duina analogized the act of a 
consumer purchasing a fresh fish to 
the construction of a regional trade 
agreement (RTA). When buying a 
fish, said Duina, the consumer will 
observe its color, make sure the 
skin is the right moisture and check 
the texture. “A transaction happens 
because of a convergence of ex¬ 
pectations that you have when you 
buy that fish and the things that the 
people have in mind that prepare 
the fish for you. When trying to 
create markets across countries... 
the basic problem of the possibility 
of those cognitive expectations is 
that they may not be met.” The ex¬ 
pectations for a particular product 
may be a certain level of regulatory 
standards, the type of labor used to 
make the product and taste prefer¬ 
ences. 
Duina sought to uncover how 
the major RTAs are able to create 
smoothly flowing markets in the 
face of these cognitive expectations 
that vary from country to country as 
well as formal barriers to trade such 
as tariffs. Having “searched and ex¬ 
amined the legal frameworks of the 
three most important regional trade 
agreements,” Duina found that the 
three markets could be divided into 
the categories of interventionalist 
and minimalist. With a few thou¬ 
sand standardizing rules, which 
govern, for instance, the way milk 
must be processed if it is to be sold 
across national boundaries, NAF¬ 
TA represents a minimalist system 
while the EU and Mercosur, with 
See DUINA, page 6 
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Newest Genre of Online Shopping: Babies 
ALLIE GOLDSTEIN 
STAFF WRITER 
The Rights and Responsibilities 
of College Publications 
Forget shelving books in the 
library or walking backwards 
around campus in front of pimply 
pre-frosh. Today beautiful wom¬ 
en can sell their bodies for higher 
prices than ever. The egg mar¬ 
ket is booming and some sterile 
parents are willing to pay more 
than a year’s tuition at Bates for a 
chance at in-vitro fertilization. 
On the surface, the transac¬ 
tion is fairly straightforward: a 
little anesthesia and eggs can 
be vacuumed up into a needle, 
later to be transferred into an¬ 
other woman’s womb. Compen¬ 
sation is a few thousand dollars 
Who Really 
JONATHAN BROWHER 
STAFF WRITER 
It has been three years now 
since the initial invasion of Iraq; 
an anniversary marked by notice¬ 
ably sparse and quiet protests and 
a heightened military. It seems as 
if the controversy never ends, and 
to be honest, it probably never 
will. We may point as many fin¬ 
gers as we want, but it isn’t go¬ 
ing to lead to the end of the in¬ 
surgency or the spread of freedom 
in the Middle East. The common 
anti-war stance seems to be that 
apathy is cheaper than the spread 
of democracy in a region where 
oppressive Islamic fundamental¬ 
ism leaves many countries looking 
more like the fourteenth century 
than 2006. The recent election in 
Iran of former hostage-taker Mah- 
for the average masses, a few ten 
thousand dollars if you happen 
to attend an Ivy League univer¬ 
sity. To date, more than 10,000 
babies have been born as a result 
of in-vitro fertilization and in the¬ 
ory, everyone should be happy. 
Women otherwise unable to get 
pregnant are mothering beautiful, 
intelligent babies and previously 
struggling college students can 
treat themselves to $50,000 shop¬ 
ping sprees. 
However, the consequences 
of in-vitro fertilization are prob¬ 
ably much more serious than any 
of us can now imagine. As a fair¬ 
ly new procedure, the long-term 
effects of egg donation have not 
been adequately tested. Known 
moud Ahmadinejad, an ultracon¬ 
servative who recently claimed the 
Holocaust was a “myth” and whose 
aggressive defiance of adhering to 
nuclear standards leaves the region 
on the brink of all-out war, demon¬ 
strates that the road to equal rights 
and democracy in the Middle East 
is treacherous indeed. 
The adage “freedom isn’t free” 
is heard enough to be a cliche, but 
when does freedom become “too 
expensive?” This war certainly 
isn’t the first we’ve fought, and it 
is far from the most costly. Is the 
problem really that the Iraq War 
was a mistake, or has the Left in 
this country developed myopia? 
It seems as if some do not have 
a sense of perspective, or at least 
they haven’t learned from mistakes 
in our past. Three years is not a 
long time compared to most wars. 
short-term side effects include 
headaches, mood swings, bloat¬ 
ing, nausea and, in five percent 
of donors, the rare Ovarian Hy¬ 
perstimulation Syndrome which 
causes damage to the ovaries. In 
these extreme cases, it is possible 
for a young woman to involun¬ 
tarily give up her fertility to a 
stranger. Although babies born 
from asexual fertilization seem to 
be perfectly normal and healthy, 
their biological mothers may not 
be so lucky. 
In-vitro fertilization may also 
be a dangerous force in society 
at large, as it allows parents to es¬ 
sentially hand-pick the genes of 
Not all conflicts are as quick and 
painless as Desert Storm. It took 
four years before American soldiers 
set foot on the European continent 
in Italy, and another two to finally 
beat the Nazis. While isolation¬ 
ists argued against involvement an 
ocean away, 6,000,000 were dy¬ 
ing in concentration camps and in 
ghettoes and 23,000,000 Russians 
were starving or worse on the East¬ 
ern Front. Estimates for the total 
cost of the Second World War for 
Americans, in today’s dollars, are 
in the trillions. Six-hundred and 
twenty thousand soldiers died in 
the process of freeing the slaves 
(whose numbers were less than the 
current population of Iraq). Many 
contemporaries argued at the time 
that a war was too much of a price 
to pay for the men and women 
living under a barbaric institution. 
Some said that slaves didn’t even 
have the desire for freedom. Their 
“benevolent” masters were com¬ 
pared to patriarchal figures (much 
like the way some modern dicta¬ 
tors are portrayed.) 
The Middle East of today is no 
less oppressive than other institu¬ 
tions which we fought against. In 
many countries, women and girls 
are denied education and the right 
to vote; minority groups are dis¬ 
enfranchised (or worse, expunged 
from the face of the earth as Sad¬ 
dam tried to do with the Kurds) 
and religious expression is more 
commonly found in the form of 
fundamentalist violence. 
It’s easy to sit thousands of 
miles away and debate the cost of 
freedom, but who are we to judge? 
How long is “too long” when your 
enemies are not just men but de¬ 
structive and oppressive ideals? 
Are the lives and freedoms of 
25,000,000 Iraqis worth less be¬ 
cause we didn’t find stockpiles of 
chemical or biological weapons? 
Revolutionary War hero John 
Stark said, in a toast commemorat¬ 
ing the battle of Bennington, “Live 
free or die. Death is not the worst 
of all evils.” Freedom may not be 
worth much to a bunch of Holly¬ 
wood celebrities and Washington 
politicians, but for those who have 
died in the last 250 years defend¬ 
ing and promoting it, freedom was 
worth everything. 
MEGAN HAMILTON 
STAFF WRITER 
One of the few high school 
memories that still rankles me is the 
morning of Sept. 11,2001. The news 
of a second plane crashing into the 
World Trade Center broke just as a 
printed announcement went out to 
all Dover High School faculty and 
staff, telling them to turn the news 
off. I was a senior in AP English, 
sitting in a row of one-armed desks 
and trying to make some sense of 
the alternating pandemonium and 
silence of other students moving 
through the halls. Perhaps they 
knew something, perhaps they had 
heard more of what happened. Af¬ 
ter receiving the announcement, 
my teacher - pink cheeked, with 
a penchant for placing Smiley face 
stickers on tests - shut the door and 
began class. She made a few rapid 
and awkward remarks about the 
horror of the morning’s events and 
then, smoothing her skirt with the 
palms of her hands, said that since 
the news was officially turned off 
and there was “really nothing we 
could do,” we might as well begin 
our review of the summer read¬ 
ing. And so on we went with Jane 
Eyre. 
Our ensuing conversation - an 
awkward and stilted forty five min¬ 
utes - focused on the symbolic 
value of Mr. Rochester’s blindness, 
such a palpable irony that I still 
wonder how she addressed it with 
a straight face. In any case, the en¬ 
tire affair felt, to me, more like a 
lack of respect for students than 
a gesture of protection. We were 
seventeen, eighteen years old - on 
the cusp of being able to legally 
vote, enlist for war and buy ciga¬ 
rettes. It shocked and appalled me 
to see teachers who so often cried 
out against youth apathy enforce 
the ban on information until the last 
bell rang. 
The truth? Apparently we weren’t 
of age to handle the truth. But at 
what age can one really understand 
the news? While I was growing up, 
my parents watched network news 
every evening. I can’t say I remem¬ 
ber a specific moment when I start¬ 
ed to pay attention; I just know that 
when I was very young news was 
something I had to wait through be¬ 
fore my parents would play games 
with me and that by the time I was 
in middle school l raced my sister 
to the mailbox for Time magazine. 
In high school, I believed I was 
ready for the news - as ready as 
anyone can be - and chafed against 
the attitude that youth comprise an 
intellectually and emotionally infe¬ 
rior citizenry, which I feel my high 
school administration exhibited on 
that September day. 
Thus, four years later I find my¬ 
self disturbed by individuals and 
attitudes that would down-play the 
importance of college newspapers 
or treat them as special cases be¬ 
cause of the population they reach. 
In November, the Supreme Court 
overturned a Pennsylvania state law 
banning alcohol advertisements in 
college newspapers. ' Ostensibly 
intended to curtail underage drink¬ 
ing, Judge Alito wrote the unani¬ 
mous opinion, which found that 
the law was not only ineffective but 
in violation of the first amendment. 
As students, “will still be exposed to 
a torrent of beer ads on television 
and radio, and they will still see al¬ 
coholic beverage ads in other pub¬ 
lications,” the court decided that the 
law was an unnecessary infringe¬ 
ment upon advertisers’ commercial 
speech rights (New York Times, 
Nov. 12, 2005). Though the law 
failed, that the Pennsylvania legisla¬ 
ture passed it in the first place illus¬ 
trates what I see as an unnecessary 
distinction between student papers 
and ‘regular’ publications based on 
readership. As the saying goes, “a 
censor is a man who knows more 
than he thinks you ought to” and, 
though it pertained to ads rather 
than news per se, the law implied 
college students were of inferior de¬ 
cision-making responsibility, more 
easily influenced than those read¬ 
ing ‘grown-up’ commercial papers. 
The rights and responsibilities 
of college publications came into 
question even more recently as stu¬ 
dent reporters and editors around 
the country grappled with tough 
questions about what to do with 
the Danish cartoons wreaking riots 
in Islamic communities around the 
world. While most of the national 
papers chose not to publish the 
images themselves, papers at the 
University of Wisconsin, Harvard 
University, Northern Illinois Uni¬ 
versity and Illinois State University 
printed some or all of them, and 
papers at the University of North 
Carolina and Arizona printed car¬ 
toons in direct response to the 
content of the originals. Varying 
degrees of outrage met these publi¬ 
cations and the staff at the Daily II- 
lini is still embroiled in controversy, 
with two editors suspended for al¬ 
legedly failing to consult with the 
rest of the staff about their decision. 
“Universally, we found the cartoon 
to be repugnant,” said Mac VerStan- 
dig, the editor in chief of the Uni¬ 
versity of Wisconsin’s The Badger 
Herald. “But we believe that there 
was a certain endangerment of free 
speech here, especially given the 
general prudishness of the Ameri¬ 
can press. We believe our readers 
are mature enough to look at these 
images” (New York Times, Feb. 17, 
2006). 
No one expects their college 
paper to offer international news 
like the BBC or up to the minute 
financial analysis like The Wall 
Street Journal because it would 
be unrealistic, unnecessaiy, even, 
in an age of online news sources 
so often and easily updated. But 
at the same time, student reporters 
are not merely dressing up to play 
Newspaper and they should strive 
- and be encouraged - to produce 
papers filled with honest, chal¬ 
lenging, thought-provoking things 
for the audience they reach. Re¬ 
gardless of what one makes of his 
decision, VerStandig’s belief in his 
readership is refreshing. A paper 
filled with only sports news and so¬ 
ciety pages would make, perhaps, 
for good Commons reading, but it 
would also be an insult to the stu¬ 
dent body. Efforts to restrict a stu¬ 
dent paper’s freedom in any arena 
amount to the same thing. 
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Surviving a Week Without Socks 
TOM FLANAGAN 
MANAGING FORUM EDITOR 
Like most col¬ 
lege students, my 
roommate Mike 
Medeiros and I 
despise doing 
laundry. We don’t like having to 
walk to the library to put money 
on our card, we don’t like walk¬ 
ing back and forth to switch loads 
from one machine to the other 
and we absolutely hate folding it 
all up when we’re finished. The 
whole process is just too tedious 
to deal with, which is why I never 
travel home for a break without 
a laundry bag so stuffed that it 
is actually larger than my body. 
My mom really loves it. Whether 
you’re an extreme case like us, or 
you actually take the time to do 
your own when necessary, you 
probably don’t enjoy doing it. In 
that sense, Mike and I are just like 
everybody else. This past week, 
though, we’ve pushed reluctance 
to do laundry and over the line to 
outright refusal. 
The issue of both of us refus¬ 
ing to do laundry at the same time 
is especially complicated given 
the way we operate as roommates. 
We have a very communal style of 
living. We buy one tube of tooth¬ 
paste at a time, keep one mug of 
change, split all of our food and 
beverages down the middle, etc. 
It really works out terrifically, es¬ 
pecially when one of us gets extra 
lazy about laundry. If my socks are 
gone, I know that I can last for at 
least two more days by stealing his 
before I really need to man up and 
wash my own. The same goes for 
him. Unfortunately, we somehow 
both ran out of our socks on the 
exact same day last week. Every¬ 
thing else is in full stock, but the 
socks are completely gone. Under 
ordinary circumstances, one of us 
would cave and do laundry the 
next day, allowing the other one- 
or two-day grace period. For some 
reason, though, we were both in 
the sort of mood that made us be¬ 
lieve we could last without socks, 
indefinitely if necessary. 
So, with no clean socks to steal 
and no desire to wash dirty ones, 
we’ve been embroiled in a battle 
of wills for the past week. Who 
will break first? Who will wash his 
socks, knowing that he’s caving in 
and bailing out the other guy? 
It’s important that I establish 
that I’m in no way the type of 
person who is comfortable living 
without socks, especially during 
a very windy and cold week in 
March. We’ve all seen a kid here 
at Bates trudging through calf- 
deep snow, and then he suddenly 
stops and digs around with one 
foot, clearly having slid out of a 
flip-flop. I am not one of those 
people. Actually, I tend to make 
fun of those people. A lot. That’s 
mostly because if there’s snow on 
the ground you’ll see me wearing 
a pair of monstrous executioner 
boots from L.L. Bean, crying about 
how cold I am and trying to find 
the number to get a safe ride to 
Commons. Mike is much tougher 
than I am about being cold, but 
he’s still by no means one of the 
aforementioned barefoot heroes. 
That’s why this past week has 
been more than a matter of over¬ 
coming low temperatures and sur¬ 
viving without proper arch sup¬ 
port. We’ve forced each other into 
a whole new way of life. 
Early in the week it was warm 
enough to operate exclusively in 
flip-flops, a bit chilly but manage¬ 
able. I got a few odd glances from 
people as they spotted my out- 
of-season footwear, especially in 
class. My bare feet captivated some 
people and I suddenly became 
extremely self-conscious. I real¬ 
ized then, as classmates stared at 
my feet for minutes at a time, that 
my feet actually look really weird. 
They're too big for my body and 
looked extremely pale in contrast 
to the pants I was wearing. On top 
of those factors, the etiquette of 
appropriate toenail length (which 
I shouldn’t have to remember for 
another month at the very least) 
was suddenly thrust back into my 
consciousness. How long is too 
long? Is there such thing as too 
short? I never like to be the guy 
who chops his nails down too far 
into the pink and walks around 
with bloody toes, but the alterna¬ 
tive of growing talons that click on 
the ground when you walk bare¬ 
foot isn’t pleasant either. After some 
serious discomfort, I convinced 
myself that the length of my nails 
was perfect - a compromise exact¬ 
ly in the middle between looking 
like I’d clipped them with a chain 
saw and resembling a Velociraptor 
from Jurassic Park. Even though I 
was ultimately satisfied that I don’t 
look like a freak in either extreme, 
long glares at my feet drove me 
out of flip-flops by Tuesday. 
I then kicked around a few 
ideas and made the move to a pair 
of closed-toe bedroom slippers 
that sort of look like boat shoes. 
From a distance, people wouldn’t 
even be able to tell that I’m a 
complete scrub! It seemed perfect. 
However, if you’ve ever walked on 
pavement for extended periods of 
time wearing bedroom slippers, 
you know how quickly I realized 
that the slippers wouldn’t cut it. 
My ankle, which aches in cold 
weather, anyway (old sports inju¬ 
ry...and yes, I feel cool and tough 
because I am able to write that), 
was killing me because I was es¬ 
sentially walking barefoot. When 
I was forced to run because the 
tops of my slippers are wide open 
and I could feel hypothermia set¬ 
ting in, the pain on my ankles and 
feet became intolerable. 
As the temperature continued 
to drop through midweek, Mike 
also abandoned the flip-flops 
and we both made the reluctant, 
grimacing transition to wearing 
sneakers without socks. Those 
were among the most uncomfort¬ 
able and disgusting days of my life. 
Nothing makes me feel dirtier than 
wearing sneakers without socks. 
Based on some of the horrified 
looks I got as people noticed my 
bare anklebones, I think it quali¬ 
fies as a taboo. On top of feeling 
like less of a person for doing it, it 
was also extremely uncomfortable. 
There is a grotesque mix of tem¬ 
peratures involved when you wear 
a pair of sneakers sans socks. Any 
time you’re inside your feet are 
basically in a sauna, but as soon 
as you step out a door the wind 
whips right through the surpris¬ 
ingly thin outer defenses of the 
sneaker and your feet freeze. Com¬ 
pletely uncomfortable either way. 
So I ran around campus to mini¬ 
mize the coldness and as soon as 
I got inside took my shoes off and 
'just walked around barefoot. Why 
didn’t I just wear flip-flops when 
inside my own dorm, you ask? 
Well, in hindsight, yes, that would 
have been a great option. But just 
doing our laundry also would 
have been a good option, so you 
can probably see how I may have 
missed some reasonable solutions 
along the way. The one benefit of 
the situation was that everyone 
was afraid of our feet for some 
reason. The prospect of us never 
wearing socks really spooked 
some guys, even though we still 
showered every day and washed 
our feet. It was great though, be¬ 
cause just by waving our bare, feet 
at someone in a threatening man¬ 
ner we could take over a seat or 
seize possession of the remote 
control. Lesson learned: with great 
sweatiness comes great power. 
Our last shreds of dignity 
forced us out of the sneakers. We 
were being shunned from rooms 
in which we were once wel¬ 
come guests. People would just 
start spraying Odor Eaters fran¬ 
tically as soon as we walked in. 
Our feelings were hurt. But we 
had run through just about every 
footwear option at our disposal, 
and for unexplainable and un¬ 
justifiable reasons, doing laundry 
was still not an option. We were 
in desperate times, and we used 
desperate measures. We went on 
a tear of outright thievery, simply 
taking socks from the people who 
live around us. I even tried to use 
someone’s socks that are four siz¬ 
es too small for me. That was a 
disaster. On Friday night, I rented 
a pair of socks for ten cents. I wish 
I was kidding about that one, but 
I’m not. It wasn’t pretty and we 
couldn’t be proud, but we lasted 
through the weekend. 
The battle took a dramatic 
turn on Monday morning, though, 
when Mike returned from a trip to 
WalMart. What was in his hands, 
you ask? A pack of brand new 
socks. First of all, paying $5.00 
for six pairs of new socks when 
you can spend $2.25 to clean 25 
pairs doesn’t seem very logical to 
me. But he’s the 
Economics ma¬ 
jor, so I won’t 
challenge him. 
However, while 
it may not con¬ 
stitute a forfeit 
in our battle, he 
definitely called 
in some heavy 
reinforcements 
that may or 
may not war¬ 
rant placing an 
asterisk next 
to his victory. 
That’s right, I’m 
conceding. In 
fact, I have a 
load of white 
laundry in a ma¬ 
chine right now. 
By the time you 
see me again, 
I’ll have the 
comfortable, 
confident stride 
of a man with 
fresh socks on. 
This battle is 
over, but the 
war is far from 
finished... boxer 
shorts are run¬ 
ning low. 
The Year of the 
Housing Experiment 
RAKHSHAN ZAHID 
ASSISTANT FORUM 
EDITOR 
Unless you are 
in the summer lot¬ 
tery, your Housing 
situation has been resolved. You 
have claimed a spot on campus as 
your own and are probably mak¬ 
ing plans about next year based 
on your expectations of the living 
environment in your dorm/house. 
You are probably relieved, be¬ 
cause a few more days and you 
may have needed to get therapy 
from all the stress and drama that 
went on during the lottery. How¬ 
ever, if you think that you finally 
know what to expect from next 
year, think again. The new resi¬ 
dence designations probably have 
a surprise in store for all of us. 
Old school v. New school 
Of all the newly designated 
residences, The Bill should be the 
most interesting. The old haven for 
people who liked minimal contact 
with substances, the Bill now looks 
to be housing sophomores who 
like their noise and alcohol. These 
underclassmen have been quick 
to embrace the change. But they 
aren’t the only people in the Bill. 
There are some seniors in there 
who are hoping against hope that 
stereotypes die slowly and that 
they can peacefully write theses 
in the building of nice rooms and 
high ceilings. A conflict seems in¬ 
evitable. It remains to be seen if 
the seniors will successfully hold 
on to legacy or if the sophomores 
can defend one of their few party 
spaces on campus. 
Low-Chem: The New Bates 
Lifestyle 
The administration believes 
that Bates needs a lifestyle change. 
‘Chem-free’ just isn’t working 
anymore since fewer people are 
choosing to be in spaces such as 
the Bill. They believe that a more 
realistic lifestyle choice at Bates 
is ‘Low-Chem’, which means that 
you like to drink but not to excess. 
The greatest irony (or perhaps an 
intentional stroke of genius) is 
that Rand has been chosen to be 
the new ‘Low-Chem’ location. Last 
year, the words ‘dorm-damage’, 
‘Rand’ and ‘party’ were usually 
used in the same sentence. With 
its new designation, Rand seems 
like it will be a much saner place. 
However, ‘Low-Chem’ as a concept 
has never been tried at Bates. The 
rules at Rand are going to be that 
you cannot have more than a case 
of beer in a social space at a given 
time. This means that there can be 
no more than a case of beer in a 
student’s room or lounge at a time. 
This rule sounds like it could pre¬ 
vent excessive drinking but ques¬ 
tions arise about enforcement. 
How will the administration make 
sure that people are not bringing 
30-packs of beer into their rooms? 
In some ways, that is not the point 
of the designation. The threat of 
your neighbor calling security on 
you for violating the designation 
will keep you from having a loud 
party with lots of alcohol. The Rand 
experiment will be interesting be¬ 
cause it will test the hypothesis 
that there are a significant number 
of people on campus who like to 
drink moderately. If the Rand ex¬ 
periment fails, then we face bigger 
questions about the drinking hab¬ 
its of a majority of Bates students. 
Village Fever 
Another notable thing about 
next year is that very few seniors 
have applied to go off-campus. 
The Housing Office reports that 
this year they have received the 
fewest number of applications in 
seven years. On the other hand, 
the competition for suites in the 
Village this year was fierce. Hardly 
any juniors got suites this year. 
This is surprising, given that Hous¬ 
ing was sending out emails in De¬ 
cember last year, asking people if 
See HOUSING, page 4 
Campus Cutters 
Cuts ♦Colors ♦ Perms♦ Foils ♦Waxing♦ Massage 
Great Student 
Discounts Including: 
$10-12 Men's Clipper Cut 
$5 off Foils, Color, Perms 
10% off all products 
Located at 48 Central Avenue 
(one block from the Gray Cage) 
(207) 786-3363 
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Fifth Summit 
Highlights Students' 
Talents on March 24 
The fifth annual Mount David 
Summit will begin at 2:30 PM on 
Friday, March 24, in Pettengill Hall. 
This year’s celebration of student 
academic and creative achieve¬ 
ment features over 200 students 
presenting research, service-learn¬ 
ing, dance, filmmaking, photogra¬ 
phy, and creative writing. 
On Friday afternoon in two 
poster sessions and twelve panels 
of short talks, students in the sci¬ 
ences, arts, humanities, social sci¬ 
ences, and interdisciplinary studies 
will share their work. In addition, 
the annual off-campus study pho¬ 
tography exhibition will be on 
view. 
The evening events include 
new dance works by student cho¬ 
reographers and short films incor¬ 
porating dance and music, held 
in Schaeffer Theatre, followed by 
three new, dramatic films made by 
Bates filmmakers, screened in the 
Filene Room, 301 Pettigrew. Every¬ 
one is encouraged to attend all or 
part of the summit. 
“What I appreciate about the 
summit is that all students can par¬ 
ticipate,” says Dean of the Faculty 
Jill Reich. “Students are presenting 
work completed in first-year semi¬ 
nars, summer research, advanced 
courses, study-abroad programs, 
and the senior thesis. It’s easy 
to associate ‘presenting research’ 
with the senior year, but we want 
our students to share their work 
throughout their years at Bates. 
This event is for the entire Bates 
community.” 
Everyone is encouraged to at¬ 
tend all or part of the Summit, have 
fun, learn a lot, and support our 
hardworking and inventive student 
presenters. They deserve enthusi¬ 
astic audiences! 
For more information on the 
summit, please consult the Web 
site, http://www.bates.edu/mt-da- 
vid-summit.xml or call the dean 
of the faculty’s office at (207) 753- 
6952. 
Kerry O'Brien 
Assistant Dean of the Faculty 
Egg-Donors and Buying Babies 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 
their children. Potential egg do¬ 
nors are vigorously screened for 
medical, genetic and psychologi¬ 
cal baggage that may be undesir¬ 
able to buyers. Tiny Treasures 
LLC, an egg donation agency 
based out of Stoneham, Massa¬ 
chusetts, asks women looking 
to donate about everything from 
religion to which subjects they 
enjoyed most in college to their 
“philosophy of life.” Although 
Tiny Treasures claims that their 
goal is to make a good “match,” 
questions such as “Have you ever 
worn braces?” and “Did you re¬ 
ceive any honors, awards, schol¬ 
arships, etc. in your undergradu¬ 
ate program?” clearly indicate 
an underlying desire to create 
a world full of straight-toothed, 
precocious babies. Gone are the 
days of unconditional love to¬ 
wards children born with Down 
Syndrome or nine fingers or 
crooked spines. Instead, we have 
a choice. We can weed out the 
ugly and the stupid and emerge 
with a race of gorgeous, athletic 
toddlers marching en masse off 
to Harvard. However, given a 
choice, humans often choose 
conformity - a force that most 
agree is even more terrifying than 
having a child with a lazy eye or 
an SAT score less than 1200. 
Also, making a business of 
egg donation only reinforces the 
idea of marketing the female body 
and reducing complex women to, 
literally, their sex appeal. The 
Donor Egg Bank actually features 
a database of photographs and 
physiological biographies of do¬ 
nors so that potential parents can 
“shop” online. A website clev¬ 
erly named WomanNotlncluded. 
com makes no excuses for its 
money-making contrivance as it 
requests a cover charge of 145 
British pounds for registering to 
either advertise or search. As 
a representative from the Presi¬ 
dents Council of Bioethics stated, 
“When the ‘products’ are human 
beings, the ‘market’ could be¬ 
come a profoundly dehumaniz¬ 
ing force.” More importantly, the 
projection of egg advertisements 
that good genes make good ba¬ 
bies undercuts the importance of 
parenting in creating competent, 
successful children. 
Although in-vitro fertiliza¬ 
tion is a wonderful invention for 
women who want to raise a fami¬ 
ly but are unable to have children 
of their own, many egg donation 
agencies have taken the science 
too far. With potential parents 
advertising in Ivy League student 
newspapers and potential donors 
placing photographs online, for 
many the desire to raise a fam¬ 
ily has manifested into the desire 
to raise a perfect family. How¬ 
ever, the guarantee of imperfec¬ 
tion seems to me to be one of 
the most beautiful parts of par¬ 
enthood. The decision to have 
a child with another person is si¬ 
multaneously the decision to love 
whatever human being the ran¬ 
dom combination of your genes 
creates. What if my parents had 
been able to select against all of 
my imperfections - my stutter, 
my chronic misunderstanding of 
physics, my bad hand-eye coor¬ 
dination? Well, I’d probably be 
at Harvard reading the egg ads in 
the newspaper and considering 
whether or not ten thousand dol¬ 
lars was enough compensation 
for my utterly flawless double¬ 
helix of DNA. 
In the end, I’m happy here at 
Bates and happy that my parents 
were able to love me despite the 
flaws that might have been elimi¬ 
nated with a little gene-tweak¬ 
ing. Although the screening for 
serious genetic disorders in egg 
donors makes sense, selection 
for beauty, athleticism, and in¬ 
telligence subscribes to the fal¬ 
lacy that only those in the upper 
tiers of genetic perfection can 
adequately contribute to society. 
Hopefully, the future of in-vitro 
fertilization will be the birth of 
healthy babies into families that 
love children for all of their blem¬ 
ishes and realize that perfection 
at the click of a mouse is tragi¬ 
cally overrated. 
Housing Changes 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 
they were interested in filling Vil¬ 
lage suites. Seniors want to stay on 
campus this year and they want to 
be in the Village. It seems that the 
Dean of Students Office has suc¬ 
ceeded in minimizing off-campus 
partying. This year, the DOS Office 
introduced a new strike system 
whereby getting the police called 
to your off-campus residence 
three times ensures that you lose 
your off-campus living privileges. 
The policy appears severe enough 
to seniors that it deters them from 
seriously considering off-campus 
living. But the problem is, if ev¬ 
eryone stays on campus, where 
will Bates put them? Even though 
we are a residential college, it is a 
known fact that Bates doesn’t have 
enough beds to house every stu¬ 
dent. While Bates worries about 
finding rooms for everyone, most 
of the seniors are content knowing 
that their friends are living com¬ 
fortably close by. 
So what residences will be the 
cultural centers of campus life next 
year? The houses are too mysteri¬ 
ous to call this year. The Village 
will be a happening place for se¬ 
niors. The sophomores may suc¬ 
cessfully burn Page down. Many 
have tried and failed, but next 
year may be the year. The Bill is 
at a crossroads and could go ei¬ 
ther way this year. But one thing 
is clear: the drama and politics of 
residence life at Bates is not over. 
We are all in for some surprises 
next year. 
BATES RATES 
Bye, Bye Bronson 
Kenneth Starr comes 
to Bates 
Equinox was yesterday, /is 
now more light than 
dark 
Webmaii will 
reportedly be down 
on April 18 
Weird hair, decent 
singer, solid pitcher. 
Happy trails. 
The quest for summer 
internships suddenly 
has a whole new 
meaning. 
Yay, spring. 
One month advanced 
notice is now requried 
for a daily occurence? 
Ssfn 
Support Your Friends!!! 
Don't miss the 
5TH Annual 
Mount David Summit 
Friday, 24 March, 2006 
2:30-10:00 P.M. 
« Events tike place in Pettengill, Pettigrew and. Schaefer ~ 
~ 200+ students participating m 
-v Short talks and posters on current research, service-learning, and creative work ~ 
Poetry! Dance' Amt! Film! Science! Social Science! Food! 
For schedules and abstracts, see: um>mbsttts,edu/mt^david'smmmtrxml 
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Dr. Santiago-Valles Revisits 
African Diaspora 
LINCOLN BENEDICT / THE BATES STUDENT 
Dr. Santiago-Valles addresses audience on "The Importance of Marronage as a Concept in Diaspora Stud¬ 
ies." 
ALEXANDRA KELLY 
STAFF WRITER 
from, and why they leave or are 
Kovacs Discusses 
Interview Tips 
Dr. William F. Santiago-Valles, as¬ 
sociate professor of Africana Studies 
at Western Michigan State University, 
spoke Friday afternoon to a warm 
and receptive audience in Skelton 
Lounge. The talk was sponsored by 
the Multicultural Center and was en¬ 
titled, “The Importance of Marronage 
as a Concept in Diaspora Studies.” 
Between the 1500s and 1800s, 
Dr. Santiago-Valles revealed, only 
five percent of Africans destined to 
become enslaved in the New World 
ended up in the United States. 
Therefore, the other 95 percent did 
not come to their present state of 
freedom in the same way that people 
of African descent did in the Unit¬ 
ed States. “These are people who 
achieved their emancipation through 
centuries of war," he said, “with men, 
women and children as war ma¬ 
chines.” 
In the next 20-30 years in the 
United States, he predicted, people 
of African and Hispanic descent will 
become the majority. Scholars, in 
Dr. Santiago-Valles opinion, should 
therefore watch the political develop¬ 
ments in Central and South America 
as they will have a direct impact on 
the future. 
Santiago-Valles expressed con¬ 
cern that “schools in the United States 
are inadequately preparing students 
to answer the question of where the 
immigrants to the United States come 
forced to leave their place of origin.” 
He spoke of the “present manifesta¬ 
tion of the effort to re-enslave and 
re-colonize Africa, Asia and South 
America to subsidize the develop¬ 
ment and consumption levels of the 
people of Europe and North Amer¬ 
ica at tire expense of the colonized 
world.” 
Encouraging the consideration 
of history from a different viewpoint, 
Santiago-Valles suggested that his au¬ 
dience think of safari paintings: the 
hunter is always shown victorious, 
with his foot on the head of a lion. 
Yet, if lions could paint, the works 
would show something very differ- 
See DIASPORA, page 6 
SAM NAGOURNEY 
STAFF WRITER 
With the end of second se¬ 
mester in sight, Bates students are 
searching for jobs. The question 
for younger students, according 
to A. Charles Kovacs, Director of 
the Office of Career Services, or 
OCS, is “what would satisfy [me] 
for the summer?” Graduating 
seniors have to be a little more 
concerned, asking themselves 
“what would satisfy [me] for the 
first six months to a year or two 
after graduation?” 
The OCS boasts many re¬ 
sources for any aged student 
searching for an internship or 
job. It offers assistance at ev¬ 
ery stage, whether the student 
is learning to write a resume, 
cover letter or preparing for in¬ 
terviews. 
According to Kovacs, “The 
biggest tip is to remember that 
there are only two givens in an 
interview—something that you 
wrote (the cover letter and the 
resume), and something that 
your potential employer or in¬ 
ternship sponsor wrote (the in¬ 
ternship description or job de¬ 
scription). Your job during the 
interview is to integrate the two 
in every response you give.” 
Many students are con¬ 
cerned about interviews be¬ 
cause they do not know what 
questions are going to be asked, 
but Kovacs noted that “[the inter¬ 
viewee] control[s] the content of 
[his/her] responses 100 percent.” 
Interview questions do not have 
answers that are right or wrong, 
but rather appropriate and less 
appropriate. 
Some suggestions for stu¬ 
dents interviewing are to memo¬ 
rize one’s resume and memorize 
(or at least thoroughly under¬ 
stand) the job or internship de¬ 
scription. There are two cat¬ 
egories of questions generally 
asked during interviews—open 
and closed. Closed questions, 
like “what’s your major?” or “why 
did you choose Bates?” have 
a prompted response. Open 
questions are more stressful and 
include questions like “why do 
you want this position?” and “tell 
me about yourself.” 
It is normal to be nervous 
during an interview, and Kovacs 
even suggests that students show 
their humanity by admitting their 
nervousness during an interview. 
If the interviewer does not ac¬ 
cept or respect the student’s can¬ 
dor then, Kovacs asks, “do you 
really want to work for them?” 
Kovacs stressed that stu¬ 
dents always forget that they are 
“evaluating [the interviewer] in 
the position as much if not more 
as [the interviewer is] evaluat¬ 
ing [them].” Students should re¬ 
member that they are in control. 
In an interview, you are meet¬ 
ing one of two types of people: 
a potential friend or a potential 
enemy. Which one, Kovacs as¬ 
serts, is up to you. 
“The purpose of the inter¬ 
viewer is to see if you have the 
skills, motivation and work hab¬ 
its to do the job. The intention 
See INTERVIEW, page 6 
Thesis Talk: Jeremy Fisher Explores Intellectual Property Rights 
EMMA HALAS-O'CONNOR 
STAFF WRITER 
Jeremy Fisher’s ’06 honors thesis 
on intellectual property questions the 
conception of intellectual property at 
the heart of U.S. patent and copyright 
law and rhetoric. Currently, revenue 
generated by U.S. copyrights and pat¬ 
ents accounts for over 50 percent of 
the country’s GDP. How we defend 
intellectual property rights (the rights 
of patent and copyright) influences 
not only our conceptions of artistic 
ownership, but it also has significant 
implications for controversies such as 
lack of access to AIDS drugs in the 
developing world. An intellectual 
property entity is anything that can 
be considered such a product, such 
as songs, books, recipes for drugs, 
etc. Intellectual property entities are 
distinct from physical property enti¬ 
ties in that they are non-excludable 
and non-diminishable. 
A philosophy major, Fisher claims 
that there has been a dramatic shift 
in the popular, legal and philosophi¬ 
cal conception of intellectual prop¬ 
erty rights over the course of the past 
couple of decades. “Looking at the 
rhetoric surrounding access to AIDS 
drugs in the developing world,” he 
says, “we can see that Western phar¬ 
maceutical companies are objecting 
to efforts by countries like India and 
Brazil to produce generic versions 
of their drugs, not because these 
efforts are cutting into their bottom 
line, but simply because it is seen as 
a violation of their intellectual prop¬ 
erty rights.” Fisher argues that this is 
a fundamentally mistaken position: 
“The concept of intellectual property 
requires us to conceive of IP enti¬ 
ties as having certain characteristics. 
Right-based defenses of intellectual 
property, like those being made by 
Western pharmaceutical companies, 
have another set of requirements 
for these entities. The problem is, 
these two sets of requirements are 
incompatible. It’s like trying to fit a 
square peg into a round hole.” As 
a result, Fisher says that the only le¬ 
gitimate way to argue for intellectual 
property rights is by making the case 
that they are economically advanta¬ 
geous. Furthermore, he says, these 
rights should be tailored to maximize 
economic gain. 
Fisher first became interested in 
intellectual property in 2000 when 
Napster was brought to court for al¬ 
legedly facilitating illegal music shar¬ 
ing. Fisher knew that the law was 
not on the side of music download- 
ers but wondered why. “At the time, 
I was really focused on the economic 
issue. A lot of people were saying 
that downloading was hurting artists. 
My experience had been that most of 
what people downloaded was music 
that they never would have bought 
in the first place. My feeling was that 
increased exposure as a result of 
downloading would probably offset 
any declines in record sales.” 
What Fisher later realized was 
that people who argued that down¬ 
loading was wrong regardless of its 
economic effects were the "right- 
based" defenders of intellectual 
property. A right-based defender 
believes that being able to own the 
rights to one’s intellectual creations is 
as much of a basic human right as 
is the freedom of speech. Therefore, 
a musician has the basic right to le¬ 
gally own his or her creations, which 
would make free downloading 
equivalent to stealing, even in cases 
where the artist benefited. Fisher 
also saw that his counterargument to 
these anti-downloaders was essen¬ 
tially consequentialist. Consequen- 
tialists believe that the right action is 
the one that produces the best con¬ 
sequences. Fisher had been arguing 
that free music downloading should 
be legal so long as it was benefiting 
both the artist and the listener. 
Consequentialism does not im¬ 
ply that there should not be patents 
on inventions, according to Fisher. 
As long as the results of patenting a 
product are beneficial, consequen- 
tialists would defend patenting. For 
example, pharmaceutical compa¬ 
nies spend a great deal of money 
to research and create the recipe for 
their drugs, but once the recipe has 
been developed the actual produc¬ 
tion of the medicine costs next to 
nothing. But because development 
costs are so high, drug manufacturers 
are forced to sell their medicine for 
much more than it actually costs to 
produce an individual prescription. 
By allowing these companies to pat¬ 
ent their creations, the government is 
allowing drug developers to recoup 
their costs by preventing competitors 
from free riding on the hard work 
and research dollars of drug devel¬ 
opers by selling drugs at prices that 
do not have to reflect the high costs 
of development. In this case, patents 
provide a necessary incentive to cre¬ 
ate drugs, which has the positive ef¬ 
fect of facilitating a healthier society. 
However, the influence of right- 
based arguments on current patent 
law prevents developing nations 
from producing generic versions of 
AIDS drugs that they cannot afford 
to buy. Considering the disastrous 
implications of this policy for people 
suffering from the AIDS vims in de¬ 
veloping countries, Fisher argues that 
“undermining right-based defenses 
and siding with the consequential¬ 
ist approach... would require drug 
companies to allow developing na¬ 
tions to produce generic versions 
of patented AIDS in certain circum¬ 
stances, making these drugs much 
more accessible to people in the de¬ 
veloping world.” 
Overall, Fisher said that writing 
his thesis has been a “very rewarding 
experience,” although it has been an 
extremely challenging process. As 
he increasingly came to view meta¬ 
physics as central to the direction he 
planned to go, Fisher realized that he 
would have to supplement his philo¬ 
sophical background—which was 
light on metaphysics—with a crash 
course. “I had to leam that entire 
language, which takes a long time,” 
he remarked. Jeremy Fisher will be 
defending his thesis in a few weeks 
in front of an academic panel. 
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Kimball 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 
people have learned in the twenty- 
first century: first, “Religion is an 
extremely powerful force. Some 
of the best and worst things have 
happened because of religion.” 
Second, we now know that “the 
world is awash in weapons of mass 
destruction” and third, “it doesn’t 
take many people to wreak havoc 
on the world.” 
With between 1.8 to 2 billion 
Christians and 1.3 to 1.4 billion 
Muslims worldwide, Dr. Kimball 
focused his discussion on the con¬ 
flict between the two largest reli¬ 
gions in the world today. In his 
opinion, the source of clashes be¬ 
tween people of different religions 
tends to stem from an unrelated 
cause. “Sometimes religion figures 
into conflict when the origin of 
conflict is not religious,” he said of 
our present international cultural 
climate, “often it is cloaked in a re¬ 
ligious frame.” In his most recent 
book, "When Religion Becomes 
Evil: Five Warning Signs," Dr. Kim¬ 
ball revealed the five signs that 
lead to religious conflict: absolute 
truth claims, blind obedience, es¬ 
tablishing the ‘ideal’ time, the end 
justifies any means and declaring 
holy peace. “Extreme applications 
that ignore diversity are doomed to 
failure,” he remarked. 
Dr. Kimball also discussed the 
political and religious implications 
of a democratic Islamic nation. 
“Iraq is a fascinating study where 
we see constant problems that il¬ 
lustrate how different it is from the 
U.S.” While the U.S. is infamous 
for promoting its democratic insti¬ 
tutions to the rest of the world, Dr. 
Kimball clarifies that “Islam is not 
inherently anti-democratic.” In this 
way, “the United States has a great 
deal to offer others in terms of a 
representative democracy,” said 
Dr. Kimball. “America has been 
engaged in a 200 year experiment 
and the American people embody 
democratic principles that could 
serve as a model for other coun¬ 
tries—we just need to be patient.” 
For now, Dr. Kimball advised, 
“we as Americans bear responsi¬ 
bility to be more active in our de¬ 
mocracy.” To illustrate this point, 
Dr. Kimball referred to a nation¬ 
wide tour he took with a Palestin¬ 
ian Civil Rights activist in October 
of 1988—a month before the U.S. 
presidential elections. In the mid¬ 
dle of the Palestinian’s speech, he 
stated that he thought Palestinians 
should be allowed to vote in the 
U.S. election. “As a Palestinian, I 
will probably be more affected by 
the outcome of the election than 
any U.S. citizen,” said Dr. Kimball’s 
co-speaker. “In that case,” Dr. 
Kimball continued, “we need to 
engage in debate to argue critical 
issues, to be a part of process and 
prove participatory government 
can work as a model for others to 
follow.” 
At the end of the lecture, Dr. 
Kimball concluded by repeating a 
phrase he used at the beginning of 
his speech: “friends, the next ten 
years will be the most difficult, 
they always have been.” 
African Diaspora 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 
Duina 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
tens of thousands of standardizing 
regulations, represent intervention- 
alist systems. 
Ultimately, Duina found that 
the three RTAs have “very similar 
objectives yet their legal structures 
are very different. At the regional 
level,” explained Duina, RTAs are a 
“reflection of their member states,” 
meaning that standardization rules, 
product quality and quantity targets 
are a function of regional economic 
and cultural norms. 
Concluding his speech, Duina 
stressed that he had no opinion 
about which RTA was better or 
more effective, but rather that all 
of them are “natural,” as opposed 
to the World Trade Organization 
which he says is “too big for its 
own good.” While he claims he has 
no agenda of any policy decisions 
that should be made, he hopes that 
those who read his book, particu¬ 
larly sociologists, anthropologists 
and economists, have a greater un¬ 
derstanding of the implications of 
regional markets and the way they 
are constructed. 
Duina concluded by speaking 
briefly about the difficulties he en¬ 
countered in publishing his book as 
he dealt with four different publish¬ 
ers. While one publisher lost his 
manuscript and another never re¬ 
sponded, he was finally able to get 
his book published by the Princeton 
University Press, which had initially 
rejected the book's first proposal. 
This compassion has evolved into a 
determination to affect meaningful 
change that will redress some of the 
many injustices faced by kids in fos¬ 
ter care.” Experience working with 
the Department of Social Services and 
with abused and neglected children in 
Bolivia heightened Harrow’s drive to 
right malpractices in foster families. 
Harrow will travel to New Zealand, 
Uganda, Sweden and Peru, studying 
a different facet of child protection in 
each country. 
In New Zealand, Harrow will ex¬ 
amine the interaction between tradi¬ 
tional Maori tribal practices of child 
protection and modem ideas imposed 
by the government in the 1960s. The 
application of national child protection 
to the Maori people resulted in a dra¬ 
matic increase in the number of Maori 
children in the New Zealand child wel¬ 
fare system by the 1980s. This change 
led authorities to investigate the inter¬ 
action between indigenous and mod¬ 
em ideas about child protection and to 
establish new policies which are now 
being mirrored in the United States. 
In Uganda, Harrow will focus on 
the ways in which various religious 
communities (including Christian, Mus¬ 
lim and native religions) work to pro¬ 
tect children from violence. Violence 
toward children within the family is a 
primary concern for the Ugandan gov¬ 
ernment, asthe AIDs crisis adds stress 
to the once supportive family unit. 
Harrow will examine the strengths and 
weaknesses of the various religious so¬ 
lutions to this problem. 
ent. “You have the hunter’s version of 
history,” he said, “and now you need 
to get the lion’s.” 
The development of South Ameri¬ 
can and Caribbean nations, he said, 
was influenced by three concepts: the 
racialization of class, praxis and mar- 
ronage. 
On the racialization of class, he 
asked, “How do you justify forcing 
people to work without paying them? 
You invent the notion of race and 
convince the neighborhood that they 
are racially and culturally inferior.” 
Praxis, or the way that knowledge 
is processed, is dependent not on in¬ 
dividual thought, but on the collective 
reasoning of groups, Santiago-Valles 
said. It is the consideration and un¬ 
derstanding of history by groups that 
leads to social, political and cultural 
change. 
Since 1514, with the first slave in¬ 
surrection in Hispaniola, there has ex¬ 
isted the concept of marronage, or the 
creation of independent republics and 
communities of people who emanci¬ 
pated themselves from their captors. 
Those societies abolished slavery and 
instead created systems of education. 
In Dr. Santiago-Valles' words, “They 
invented and imagined a new set of 
political and economic institutions 
and defended them generation after 
generation. Marronage is the defense 
of the institutions that organize and 
transmit the practices of daily life.” 
The connection that Santiago- 
Valles sees between marronage and 
the problem of global capitalism is that 
the maroons managed to take down 
Sweden features the highest pub¬ 
lic social welfare expenditures and the 
lowest child poverty rate of any coun¬ 
try in the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development. Har¬ 
row hopes that Sweden will provide 
an excellent case study of family-cen¬ 
tered government policy. 
In Pern, which the United Nations 
Children's Fund, or UNICEF, has des¬ 
ignated as one of the most dangerous 
places for children, Harrow will ex¬ 
amine the role of non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) in protecting 
children from violence. High rates of 
child abuse and little government ac¬ 
tion create a situation that necessitates 
the intervention of NGOs. 
As a Watson Fellow, Harrow will 
leam about how different people, cul¬ 
tures and communities work to ensure 
the safety of their children. She looks 
foiward to using her experiences to 
help develop effective methods of 
child abuse protection. 
Andrew Stowe’s research takes a 
slightly different path. Stowe learned 
about the Watson Fellowship when he 
was a junior at Bates. Due to the fact 
that he wanted to spend his junior year 
at Bates as a J.A., he made a promise 
to himself that he would travel after he 
graduated. He heard about the Wat¬ 
son Fellowship and thought it seemed 
like the perfect opportunity to travel 
and leam after college. 
Stowe proposed a project follow¬ 
ing the twelve month migration route 
of the Arctic Tem, a bird famous for 
its extensive migratory course. Terns 
breed each summer in the North Pole, 
and then migrate to Antarctica for the 
the colonial powers in their countries, 
interrupting the collection of surplus 
wealth, preventing its transforma¬ 
tion into profit, and “asphyxiating the 
state,” he said. “Maroons challenged 
the premises of the world market and 
won.” 
“There are three types of intellec¬ 
tuals,” he said. “Docile intellectuals 
answer the questions that are asked. 
Liberal intellectuals question the ques¬ 
tions that are asked. But maroons 
challenge the premises of the ques¬ 
tions that are asked, and that requires 
another kind of thinking.” He sug¬ 
gested that this last be used to “verify 
the understanding of reality and force 
the other side to show its hand.” 
Now Santiago-Valles wants “the 
abolition of the slave order,” which he 
suggests still exists in the world. “The 
difference between a paid slave and 
an unpaid slave is not in the abolition 
of slavery. Freedom in only one coun¬ 
try, or two, doesn’t amount to a thing. 
Nobody’s free until we’re all free.” 
At Western Michigan University, 
Dr. Santiago-Valles' research includes 
social movements and popular cul¬ 
tures in the African Diaspora, the con¬ 
sequences of globalization and praxis 
research methods. Bom and raised 
in the Caribbean, he attended under¬ 
graduate college in the U.S. and then 
went to graduate school in the U.S. 
and Mexico, receiving a Ph.D. in polit¬ 
ical economy. He is also researching 
the African Diaspora throughout the 
Caribbean, Central and South Amer¬ 
ica, and investigating social justice 
movements as well as working class 
radicalism in these regions. 
winter. Stowe noticed that research 
on the tern’s route showed disjunction 
and numerous gaps. He will try to fill 
those gaps by following the birds from 
the North Pole to Antarctica and back 
again. 
Stowe’s path begins in Canada, 
where he will visit Churchill, Manitoba 
and Baffin Island. From there he will 
travel to Scotland, England and down 
the western coast of Africa (including 
Morocco, Senegal and South Africa). 
He will try to get to Antarctica, but 
acknowledges the difficulty in finding 
lodging on the desolate continent. His 
return route to the North Pole covers 
the west coast of South America, the 
Caribbean, the Bahamas and Nova 
Scotia. 
Stowe’s budget for the journey 
came to about $24,000, leaving little 
funds for food and other amenities. 
“Terns bulk up before they begin their 
migration; by the end of their journey 
they are reduced to about one-quar¬ 
ter of their starting weight. I might 
undergo the same transformation,” 
Stowe joked. “Anyone who can feed 
me along this trip is my friend for life.” 
Stowe noted that people who hear 
about his upcoming journey are gener¬ 
ally extremely helpful and supportive. 
He has received offers from all over 
the world for places to eat and stay. 
As Stowe’s parents are avid bird¬ 
watchers and many of his family va¬ 
cations have been based around or¬ 
nithology, it made sense to develop a 
project that reflected his long-standing 
interest in bird watching. 
Interviewing 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 
of the interviewee is to prove 
to them that you have the 
skills, motivation and work 
habits to do the job, so guess 
what? You’re really on the 
same page. And the impre¬ 
cise conversational modality, 
known as the interview, is the 
exchange.. Just understand 
that it is a conversation and a 
mutual evaluation, and relax.” 
Some students feel that 
OCS does not offer much 
assistance to those in need, 
but the OCS is an adequate 
resource as long as students 
are willing to put in the effort. 
“The most important thing” 
says Kovacs, “in terms of look¬ 
ing for jobs or internships is 
to remember that you, and 
you alone, determine your 
success. Our office is here to 
work with you and support 
you through the process, but 
neither Bates nor this office 
nor anyone can insure that 
you’re going to have success 
in the process.The more 
you do, the more likely you 
are to succeed.” 
Students often assume 
that the job market is much 
smaller than it actually is. A 
study conducted by MIT Sloan 
School of Management found 
that 80 percent of all avail¬ 
able jobs and internships are 
not listed. The three essential 
ways to get a job, according 
to Kovacs, are direct response 
to a listing, directly applying 
when there is no listing and 
networking. 
If a student goes to the 
OCS with a general idea of 
what they want to do and 
where they want to be (or at 
least the enthusiasm, to. figure 
it out), the OCS “can show 
you how to use the resources 
and strategies to locate, net¬ 
work or directly apply.” 
College 
Ranking 
Examined 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 
alumni giving ranks 
(26th and 23rd, respectively) 
are competitive with other 
NESCAC institutions, not 
withstanding the College’s 
developing endowment. The 
financial resources rank does 
not reflect the size of the col¬ 
lege’s endowment, but rather 
the total spent per student 
during the year. Although the 
impact of the weak endow¬ 
ment did not manifest itself 
in either of these categories, 
it is a theme that is influential 
across the rankings, espe¬ 
cially financially dependent 
components - including the 
College’s Achilles’ heel in 
these rankings: faculty re¬ 
sources. 
Watson Fellowship 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
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Chelsea Cook Discusses Her Musical Growth 
The Failure of Male Fashion: Mitch 
ADAM ROUX 
MUSIC COLUMNIST 
When Chelsea Cook ‘06 be¬ 
gins talking about music, she gets 
excited. Her arms make dramatic, 
sweeping gestures as she describes 
a Shostakovich Sonata through im¬ 
ages like “huge armies clashing” 
and “a tinkling music box.” “The 
Largo is so sad you just want to 
cry,” she says. “It’s a huge piece.” 
I spoke with Cook in the Olin 
concert hall where, next Sunday 
at 7 p.m., she will perform three 
pieces to finish off four years of 
studying cello at Bates. “Yeah, I’m 
in my element here,” she jokes, 
self-deprecatingly referring to the 
empty auditorium. Besides the 
Shostakovich Sonata for Cello and 
Piano, Cook will be playing Bach’s 
Unaccompanied Suite #\ and 
Schumann’s Fantasy. The latter two 
pieces she’s played before, but the 
Shostakovich she chose as a new 
challenge to focus on for this per¬ 
formance: “it’s a really, really cool 
piece." 
Balancing her anthropology 
major and a commitment to mu¬ 
sic, however, was also part of the 
SARAH BECK/ THE BATES STUDENT 
Chelsea Cook '06 prepares for her recital in Olin. Cook will perform Shostakovich, Bach and Schumann. 
challenge for Chelsea. “I just love 
playing my cello,” she explains. 
Considering that she’s been play¬ 
ing about 15 hours a week in order 
to prepare for this semester’s string 
of concerts (alongside writing her 
thesis), that love has been helpful. 
“I’m always going to a rehearsal,” 
Cook laughs. “My friends ask me 
what I’m doing that night, and 
it’s usually ‘oh, I have rehearsal... 
again.’” Even though cello takes up 
so much of her time, it offers Cook 
an escape from the busy world of 
Bates. When playing, “you can’t 
think about anything else or it 
doesn’t work.” 
Her upcoming concert has add¬ 
ed pressure to this mix, as she’s not 
used to being the center of atten¬ 
tion on stage. Cook says it’s been 
hard to block out the fear of “Oh 
my God, I don’t know this, I’m not 
ready,” but judging by the way she’s 
shown up to three or more rehears¬ 
als a week for the past four years as 
prepared as she can be, Cook will 
have plenty of confidence come 
Sunday night. “I can’t stand show¬ 
ing up to rehearsals unprepared,” 
KENDALL HERBST/ THE BATES STUDENT 
Cote-Crosskill struggles with this daring floral ensemble. 
KENDALL HERBST 
FASHION COLUMNIST 
As the eighteenth century came 
to a close, the bourgeois male un¬ 
derwent, as J.C. Flugel describes, 
“the great masculine renunciation.” 
It was, Flugel continues, on the 
whole, the single “most remark¬ 
able event in the whole history of 
dress.” Yuniya Kawamura affirmed 
in “Fashion-ology” that men re¬ 
nounced their right to the “brighter, 
gayer and more varied forms of 
ornamentation” and instead aimed 
only at what was “useful” or prac¬ 
tical. Consequently, Kawamura 
concedes, male fashion endured 
centuries of relatively “static” prog¬ 
ress. Men abandoned the priority 
of expression. 
Only recently have substantial 
doubts erupted over this decision. 
The likes of Kanye West, Andre 
Leon Tally and Andre 3000 promote 
a new manifestation of masculinity, 
saturated with vivid colors, dra¬ 
matic prints and loud accessories. 
Henceforth, modern man now fac¬ 
es the intimidating task of reconcil¬ 
ing two very distinct selves: the self 
that has long been told to forsake 
extravagant garments with the self 
that now considers dusting off his 
clothes of grandeur and reclaiming 
his former, illustrious aesthetic. 
What better way to explore this 
point than to scrutinize one man’s 
fashion? To , observe these deep- 
rooted psychological tensions man¬ 
ifested on the back of one of Bates’ 
very own? Proper subject selection 
would prove essential, though diffi¬ 
cult. It seemed preferable to choose 
a senior, a man who has had time 
to truly cultivate a personal style. 
And furthermore, a man with an 
acute historical knowledge would 
be important. After all, a man in 
tune with history would be able to 
pull from a plethora of aesthetic 
inspirations and would concretely 
understand the basis for modern 
man’s fashion plight. So, my fo¬ 
cus turned to history majors. And 
while scanning the senior, male, 
history majors there was one that, 
at 6’7”, stood above the rest. So 
please, ladies and gentlemen, meet 
Mitch Cote-Crosskill, the only man 
bold (and foolish) enough to nego¬ 
tiate the current tension implicit in 
modern male aesthetics. 
Initially, Mitch very much di¬ 
gests the embedded pressure to 
blend in, to represent toned down 
masculinity devoid of any true per¬ 
sonality or panache. For a man so 
absorbed by the charming quirks 
of Wes Anderson films, the soul- 
searching grit of “The Brothers 
Karamazov” and the sharp wit of 
Modest Mouse lyrics, Mitch fails to 
infuse any real individuality into 
his outfit. Instead, Mitch relies 
heavily upon the unofficial col¬ 
legiate male uniform of a hooded 
sweatshirt and corduroy pants. No, 
it’s not terrible. But should avoid¬ 
ing disaster by playing it safe re¬ 
ally be the standard? Absolutely 
not, especially considering Mitch 
comes from such a rich cultural 
background. David Squires ’06 
ponders, “I can’t understand how 
Mitch managed to pass so unaf¬ 
fected through the fashion mecca 
that is Fryeberg, Maine.” Mitch, 
what would Wes Anderson think? 
Moreover, what do your friends 
think? Helen Pitlick ’06 suggests, 
“Knowing Mitch, I guess it makes 
sense. You know, as a practical 
thing. The sweatshirt’s the color of 
Carlo Rossi and the pants the color 
of Miller High Life, so he probably 
ends up saving some laundry mon¬ 
ey.” Though his sweatshirt broad¬ 
casts his Bates pride, Mitch’s refusal 
to attempt new style combinations 
contradicts Bates’ dedication to in¬ 
novation and originality. Mitch la¬ 
zily selects clothing that won’t at¬ 
tract attention, but simultaneously 
See COTE-CROSSKILL, page 9 
KENDALL HERBST/ THE BATES STUDENT 
Daring and folly collide once again with this ursine arrangement. 
she admits, “it’s disrespectful to the 
music.” 
That devotion was founded 
years ago and only enhanced at 
Bates. Cook took her first cello 
lessons in fourth grade, when her 
elementary school began offering 
lessons. “All the older kids came in 
and played different instruments,” 
she remembers. Learning that her 
teacher’s favorite was the cello, 
Cook made up her mind: “I’m kind 
of a suck-up.” 
At Bates, Chelsea studies under 
Kathleen Foster, who she credits 
with helping her become an infi¬ 
nitely better player. Before start¬ 
ing lessons with her, Cook had 
“enough natural talent, you know, 
to get by,” but at Bates she honed 
her technique and grew musically 
as a result. “If you played a tape 
of me four years ago and now,” she 
insists, “there’d be a huge differ¬ 
ence.” After her sophomore year, 
her parents bought her a new in¬ 
strument to enhance her playing; 
“my old cello was one of those 
awful plywood things,” she remem¬ 
bers, grateful for the gift, one that 
we, too will be grateful for this 
Sunday night. 
Moriarty 
Remembers with 
"Forgotten" 
RACHAEL GARBOWSKI 
STAFF WRITER 
While listening to a conserva¬ 
tive talk radio station and read¬ 
ing theater history text books, 
an idea struck Assistant Techni¬ 
cal Director for the Bates Theater 
Department, Justin Moriarty. He 
would create an original play en¬ 
titled “The Forgotten” using film, 
movement, sound and silence that 
would be performed during Short 
Term 2006. As he listened to the 
discussion on the Dubai port-gate 
issue, (the Bush administration’s 
decision to allow a company 
owned by and based in Dubai, 
to take over security of six of our 
biggest ports) Moriarty thought of 
trying to organize a protest: “My 
vision of the protest was to have 
a group of people dressed in ste¬ 
reotypical Muslim/Arabic cloth¬ 
ing gather along the Harbor. The 
people would be circled around 
a large pile of backpacks pray¬ 
ing to them.” Also an inspiration 
for the play was reading about a 
passion play called the TAZIYA, 
which was performed during the 
Shiah Festival of the Muhurran. 
The play was performed in Bagh¬ 
dad, Iraq as well as in Tehran, 
Iran, where the personification of 
God is strongly forbidden. Mori¬ 
arty was intrigued by the differ¬ 
ence between religion and theater 
composed by the play. Moriarty 
says that TAZIYA “brought me 
back to thinking about life today 
in our chaotic world. I put the 
book down and started writing.” 
This was only four weeks ago. 
The play, which is being spon- 
See MORIARTY, page 9 
8 THE BATES STUDENT, TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2006 
The (Blue) grass is Always Greener 
MEG KINNEY/ THE BATES STUDENT 
Lissa Schneckenburger and John Cote on St. Patrick's Day Eve. 
BEN LEBEAUX 
MANAGING ARTS EDITOR 
Last Friday night, watching 
the Mulligans and McNultys of the 
world celebrate Ireland’s snake¬ 
charming patron saint, I hung my 
little Lebeaux head and sighed. I 
know that everyone is Irish on St. 
Patrick’s Day, but my blood does 
not stir with the approach of mid- 
March. The holiday, as wonder¬ 
fully egalitarian and open as it is, 
retains such national pride that it’s 
hard for the rest of us (or at least 
me) to really feel totally included: I 
feel like a poseur wearing my Irish 
rugby jersey. 
And, sadly, St. Patrick’s Day Eve 
afflicted me with the same feeling: I 
was an impostor. Lewiston resident 
Lissa Schneckenburger performed 
a rich and touching bluegrass per¬ 
formance at the Silo last Thursday 
night. The fiddler, beginning with 
an old world (and specifically Irish) 
sensibility, developed the sound 
around the accompanying rhythm 
section into a decidedly new world 
tone. Swooping in on low chords, 
then trilling and flitting upwards, 
the fiddle’s notes danced off the 
Silo’s curved walls-. 
Schneckenburger received ac¬ 
companiment from Corey DiMario 
on the upright bass and John Cote, 
who also plays guitar at Bates con¬ 
tra dances with the band “Wake the 
Neighbors,” on the acoustic,guitar. 
The small group deployed a big 
sound: Cote established a chord- 
driven mid-scale rhythm that Di- 
Mario scurried beneath. In each of 
the songs, Schneckenburger played 
above the two lower layers, plung¬ 
ing downward at times but gener¬ 
ally staying above Cote. 
And while the trio played fan¬ 
tastically together, the solo perfor¬ 
mances immediately demonstrated 
each individual’s ability. Cote, at 
home at Bates, performed the NPR 
hit “Karaoke.” The piece, a menac¬ 
ing tango that repeats the charm¬ 
ingly heavy-handed feel of the 
Squirrel Nut Zippers’ “Hell,” docu¬ 
ments the dangers of karaoke sing¬ 
ing. Cote races up and down the 
neck of the guitar, chasing fast and 
complicated licks while recount¬ 
ing the dramatic and tragic fate of 
an inebriated singer who “drank 
too many beers and lost all fear.” 
Cote earned a few laughs imitating 
the lyrics’ description of the singer 
sounding like “Dylan in the show¬ 
er.” 
Indeed, as the trio rejoined one 
another, the vocals outshined the 
instruments. Singing traditional 
folk tunes, Schneckenburger imi¬ 
tated the sound of her instrument 
with her voice. Her tone remained 
thick as she fell downward, but she 
let it become breathy and beauti¬ 
fully thin as she wailed and trilled 
at the upper range of her voice. 
The songs covered all types of ro¬ 
mantic tropes, including a “sailor’s 
duty,” the death of the speaker’s 
lover (at the hands of her father 
nonetheless! Gasp!), etc. The lyrics 
may have sounded trite or melo¬ 
dramatic, but Schneckenburger’s 
genuine inflection saved them from 
that fate: the sound of her sweet 
and protean voice enchanted the 
listeners, luring them away from 
the lyrics. 
A band this steeped in tradi¬ 
tion invoked its folk roots at the 
end of the show: leading the au¬ 
dience through the chorus of the 
.Maine folk song “A-lumbering we 
go,” Schneckenburger’s voice shot 
upward when she reached the last 
word in the lyric. At other times, 
some of the braver audience mem¬ 
bers twirled and danced at the 
Silo’s circumference while some 
obligatory yelps from the band in¬ 
terspersed during the more rapid 
moments. 
Although the musicians mixed 
precise professionalism with a 
genuine love of the music, and 
though most of the crowd loved 
the traditional sound, I did find 
it a bit repetitive at times. The 
genre truly generates this type of 
music, and the difference between 
songs seems (to my admittedly 
untrained ear) relatively minimal. 
Another instrument, or more of 
Schneckenburger’s sweet and dy¬ 
namic voice, might punctuate the 
set and create more variability. Re¬ 
gardless, Schneckenburger’s rustic, 
home-cookin’ sound blanketed the 
campus in New England tradition 
Thursday evening, delighting those 
that heard it. 
Form Follows 
Function: Design's 
Social Role 
JOHN ATCHLEY 
STAFF WRITER 
This summer I purchased my 
first Mac, a small Powerbook that 
marked my transition from the 
world of clunky functionalism to 
the rather less delimited world of 
the aesthetically attuned sensorium. 
Everything about the Mac brand in 
general represents the movement 
beyond instrumentalization, the 
means and ends emphasis of most 
other computer brands. Whereas 
most PCs merely work, Macs work 
prettily. While some may criticize 
this intoxication with appearance 
as the reifying reflex of contem¬ 
porary capitalism, the repression 
of all traces of the global labor 
process beneath the Powerbooks 
matte titanium casing and, as I am 
quite vain, I earnestly believe that 
this sort of aesthetic rethinking of 
the world enables or promulgates 
the emergence of new and pow¬ 
erful political and collective narra¬ 
tives. 
That is, what occurred to me 
as I considered my somewhat in¬ 
explicable enchantment with this 
new purchase, was that this doc¬ 
trine of aestheticism, this positing 
of aesthetics or beauty as a critical 
end in itself, subverts the value- 
See DYNAMIC, page 9 
World Music Weekend 
Tracks "Ramayana" 
EMMA WEISSER 
STAFF WRITER 
Next weekend, Bates will warm 
up to an Eastern-flavored World 
Music Weekend, entitled “Ramaya¬ 
na in Southeast Asia.” Running both 
Friday and Saturday in the Olin, the 
event includes workshops, dance 
and orchestral performances and 
a lecture based around the Hindu 
story “Ramayana.” The weekend 
will feature the Cambodian Classics 
Ensemble (a performance group 
from Washington, D.C.), the Bates 
college gamelan orchestra, Bates 
dancers and guest artists. 
A two thousand year old story, 
“Ramayana” is an Indian epic of 
the struggle between good and 
evil. The story follows a twisting, 
dynamic path that includes a wres¬ 
tling match between ruling fami¬ 
lies, a hero’s exile, a kidnapping 
and the heroic finale of a battle 
between demons and gods. The 
story is told through the emotional 
juxtaposition of dance, music and 
costume; the visual and auditory 
components come together to form 
a colorful, kinetic performance that 
beautifies this traditional tale. 
Although “Ramayana” is origi¬ 
nally from India, the story’s roots 
have expanded to become “a 
cultural icon for all of South and 
Southeast Asia,” explains Gina Fa- 
tone, the program organizer. Be¬ 
cause the dance, music and cos¬ 
tumes are so strongly linked with 
this area’s culture, the originally 
Indian story has spread to become 
a staple of many countries’ cultures 
in the region. In this spread, how¬ 
ever, some elements have changed. 
Fatone expressed her amazement 
that “one epic poem can travel and 
have many different variants,” such 
as changes in names of charac¬ 
ters and plot lines, yet still retain 
the “core elements” of the original 
story. 
The campus will see what some 
of these variants are this weekend. 
The event consists of a Cambodi¬ 
an and Indonesian interpretation 
of the tale, with accompanying 
music and costumes as well as a 
workshop and lecture that detail 
the history behind the dance. The 
Cambodian Classics Ensemble will 
hold the workshop at 1:30 Friday 
afternoon, which will include a 
dance demonstration.. At 7:30 that 
evening, a lecture on the South¬ 
east Asian dance will preface the 
8:00 performance of scenes from 
“Raemkr,” the Cambodian interpre¬ 
tation of the story. On Saturday, the 
gamelan orchestra, Bates dancers 
and guest artists will perform the 
“Abduction of Sita,” an Indonesian 
interpretation of “Ramayana.” Saga- 
ree Sungupta of the Asian studies 
department will give an introduc¬ 
tory talk. All events are held in Olin 
and free to the public.. 
The Cambodian Classics En¬ 
semble is a group of professional 
musicians and dancers, most of 
who originate from Cambodia. 
Immigrating to the United States, 
many have come to escape politi¬ 
cal instability that has plagued the 
See MUSICAL, page 9 
It V" for Responsibility 
JOHN MULLIGAN 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
I’ve seen some shocking things 
in my time. They’ve all been on 
television. Many, given my histori¬ 
cal placement as a twenty-some¬ 
thing in the first few years of the 
twenty-first century, have had a 
more than pass¬ 
ing acquain¬ 
tance with what 
we call terrorism. 
And whether pre¬ 
sented as drama or 
news, the images have 
always evoked a feeling of 
outrage at being subjected 
to such horror. Why would 
anyone broadcast (nevermind 
watch) this? A play such as Ben 
Elton’s “Popcorn,” recently staged at 
Bates, points a furious finger back 
at us - but at the end is too self- 
righteous to admit its own complic¬ 
ity with the system it critiques. “V 
for Vendetta,” the new comic-book 
thriller adapted by the Wachowski 
brothers and directed with their 
Matrix associate James McTeigue, 
has no qualms about finger point¬ 
ing, but it remains aware of the 
horror of its means of critique; and 
it takes the blame for this squarely 
upon itself. 
Set in a dystopic totalitarian 
London after a series of wars and 
epidemics have ruined the United 
States, among others, the film fol¬ 
lows three principals in their navi¬ 
gation of this political nightmare. 
Evey (Natalie Portman), a young 
middle-class woman with appar¬ 
ently very little in the way of an- 
tiestablishmentarian predilections, 
falls in with V (Hugo Weaving), the 
masked, idiosyncratically loqua¬ 
cious and most-wanted terrorist of 
her time. As the pair is chased by 
detective Finch (Stephen Rea), all 
begin to chafe increasingly against 
their government, finding facts 
about their histories and potenti¬ 
alities within themselves wholly 
at odds with their Orwellian exis¬ 
tence. 
And, yes, the movie 
ends with the^^f houses of Par¬ 
liament going up Tin flames, to the 
1812 overture and the symbolic lib¬ 
eration of the city’s enslaved popu¬ 
lace. The explosively symphonic 
closing has drawn some flak (see 
Ty Burr’s March 16 review in The 
Boston Globe) for what some have 
seen as its immature glorification 
of terrorist acts, but such a read¬ 
ing misunderstands the entirely an¬ 
archic point of the violence in the 
movie, one which comes to light 
in the gut-wrenching torture se¬ 
quence that follows Portman’s ap¬ 
prehension by the authorities. 
Portman finds an autobio¬ 
graphical note in her cell from a 
former prisoner rounded up in the 
government’s purgative sweeps. As 
we are led with Portman along the 
woman’s story of self-realization in 
coming out and her eventual ar¬ 
rest, the film begins to interpolate 
between vignettes reenacting the 
note’s narra¬ 
tive and har¬ 
rowing shots of 
Portman’s torture. 
By the end of the se¬ 
quence, the note’s vi¬ 
sual narrative has come 
eerily close to Portman’s 
own experiences, and as 
the hardest-to-swallow mo¬ 
ments are mercilessly mirrored 
'back to us in another prisoners 
experiences, Portman’s character 
becomes one with the other wom¬ 
an in their shared pain. 
What Portman’s character 
claims, in fact, is not some abstract 
notion of freedom but the reality 
of the awful situation in which she 
lives. She cannot immediately end 
her suffering inasmuch as she is 
locked in her prison cell, but she 
can end it insofar as it springs from 
her inability to define her own per¬ 
son. Because Portman’s torturers 
mean to convey through their frac¬ 
turing of her identity that they de¬ 
fine who she is, her re-cognition of 
her own suffering therefore co-opts 
her tormentors’ weapons: by ac¬ 
cepting as her life the pain intend¬ 
ed to fracture her life, she nullifies 
any efforts to break her. And when 
at the end of this she is finally pre¬ 
sented with the incomprehensible 
possibility of her own freedom and 
See VENDETTA, page 9 
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Cote-Crosskill Struggles to 
Uphold Men's Fashion country Since the 70’s. Musical di¬ 
rector Chum Ngek, who has mas¬ 
tered over 20 instruments and a 
variety of genres of music, is a Na¬ 
tional Endowment for the Arts Her¬ 
itage Fellow. Dancer Sok Sokheum, 
also Cambodian but currently liv¬ 
ing in Portland, will perform with 
the group as well. 
The Bates Gamelan Mawaar Ma¬ 
kar (“Blossom of Inspiration”) will 
play music from West and Central 
Java as well as Indonesia under the 
direction of Fatone. A traditional 
Indonesian percussion orchestra, a 
gamelan normally consists of tuned 
gongs, metal-keyed instruments, 
drums and the occasional voice or 
string accompaniment. Playing with 
the gamelan during the Saturday 
performance are Ben Arcangel and 
Undang Sumarna. Sumarna, who 
has worked closely with Fatone, 
is an Indonesian master drummer 
and teaches at UC-Santa Cruz. He 
is currently on a weeklong residen¬ 
cy at Bates, sponsored by Andrew 
W. Mellon Foundation, to work 
as guest director of the gamelan. 
Arcangel is a Filipino-American 
dancer with a specialty in Indo¬ 
nesian dance. Arcangel works and 
studies in San Francisco, however 
this week he is also coaching and 
dancing with Bates dancers. 
If April break isn’t soon enough 
for you, World Music Weekend will 
certainly give you some color this 
Friday and Saturday. With talented 
dancers, intricate costumes and 
lively music, the “Ramayana” per¬ 
formances might just rival your 
spring break plans. All shows will 
be held in Olin; call 207-753-6968 
for more information. 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 
fails to inspire. Though slightly 
understandable, it’s an unimpres¬ 
sive effort, Mitch. 
A strong personality like Mitch’s, 
however, could not be buried be¬ 
neath hooded sweatshirts forever. 
Something was brewing below the 
cotton exterior, something potent, 
and frankly, a little frightening. 
Becoming cognizant of his former 
bland style and the overall cultural 
shift for men to re-gain their flair, 
Mitch began to experiment. Al¬ 
though his audacity to struggle 
beyond the basic collegiate look 
should be noted, his inability to 
master this transition harkens back 
to the historical pressure he must 
be facing. Trying to overthrow 
centuries of aesthetic oppression, 
his initial steps beyond the normal 
are anything but pleasant. And 
mainly, it’s his accessories that go 
top far. Depicted is his effort to 
soften his look, with floral accents. 
But the flowers are distracting and, 
frankly, a little 1999. 
Next, Mitch expands his exper¬ 
imentation to an overall aesthetic. 
What follows is not for the faint 
of heart. At best, it’s strange; at 
worst, horribly offensive. Perhaps 
influenced by the violence implicit 
in Alexander McQueen’s designs, 
Mitch adopts the “bear attack vic¬ 
tim” aesthetic complete with a 
tattered shirt, blood-stains and at¬ 
tached bear. Though profoundly 
embodying the battle between man 
and nature, Mitch’s ensemble lacks 
basic sensitivity. It has been sug¬ 
gested, by unknown sources, that 
bear attacks are the single most 
terrifying threat in American cul¬ 
ture. Thus, while Mitch safely toys 
with this concept from the safety 
of Pierce House, there are others, 
many others, that have not been so 
fortunate. In fact, 500 bear attacks 
have occurred in the state of Alaska 
alone since the early 1900’s, (out- 
doorlife.com) Not so funny any¬ 
more, eh Mitch? 
Some fashion risks are worth 
taking, but mocking horrifying and 
tragic death is not among them. If 
Mitch is a fair microcosm of the 
pulsating character hidden beneath 
mundane male fashion, clearly, it’s 
best that male fashion remain dor¬ 
mant. Mitch, you may laugh in the 
face of death, but Fashion laughs in 
yours. 
Dynamic Design: Shantytowns, Antennae and Home Security 
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as-maximization-of-profits-and-ef- 
ficiency tenet of industrial capital¬ 
ism. What conscious design locates 
in consumer society is an excess of 
sentiment and creativity that per¬ 
sists beyond mathematical attempts 
to totalize'or rationalize the world. 
Intelligent design (of the hu¬ 
man sort here) relocates objects of 
functionality within new discourses, 
discourses that very often react crit¬ 
ically to traditional representational 
environs, forcing the consumer 
or viewer into a moment of self¬ 
reflection; that reshape an object 
with imaginative stylings, marking 
it as a site of Utopian potential; that 
reclaim an object as a magnetic lo¬ 
cus of community, recasting it as a 
place of coming together, a way of 
transcending the ennui, fragmenta¬ 
tion and anomie symptomatic of 
privatized social formations. Cer¬ 
tainly, design has the possibility of 
engendering hermetically sealed 
discourses of power and elitism in 
which its systems of representation 
cater only to those with significant 
purchasing power, transforming 
objects of utility into the costumes 
of the self- and intellectually-in- 
dulgent rich but at its best, design 
itself functions as a mode of enor¬ 
mous social power and collective 
imagining. 
My own explorations in the 
vague and enormous field of ‘de¬ 
sign’ led me to a blog, DesignOb- 
server, (www.designobserver.com), 
run by a number of liberally-mind¬ 
ed and prominent design educators 
and professionals who catalogue 
and comment upon the interest¬ 
ing and noteworthy happenings of 
the design world each week. What 
follows is a brief survey of several 
especially interesting efforts found 
in this blog and an assortment of 
other places. 
“Safe: Design Takes on Risk,” 
(http://www.moma.org/exhibi- 
tions/2005/safe): This exhibit at 
the MoMA, still available in an un¬ 
believably engaging online tour, 
features installations and products 
designed to address the multitude 
of problems facing the individual 
in their navigation of the contem¬ 
porary world. Especially interesting 
are a series of products by Sweet 
Dreams Security, a firm that cre¬ 
ates razor-wire decorate with fa- 
tally-sharp butterflies as opposed 
to the more standard pointed tines, 
heavy-duty metal chains made- 
up of interlocking heart-shaped 
links and closed-circuit televisions 
adorned in brightly colored plastic 
casings. 
“Shantytowns as A New Sub¬ 
urban Ideal” (www.nytimes.com): 
This recent Times story documents 
the plans of Teddy Cruz, an archi¬ 
tect from San Diego, to begin mod¬ 
eling suburban development in 
California after the shantytowns of 
Tijuana and other Mexico-U.S. bor¬ 
der towns. Cruz, in his many visits 
to these Mexican cities, noticed that 
despite the images of poverty and 
crime portrayed in the U.S. media, 
the residential and commercial ar¬ 
rangements of these shantytowns 
facilitate more dynamic collective 
exchanges than the isolated, re¬ 
stricted and exclusionary suburban 
models dominant in the U.S. Cruz 
criticizes the elitist developments 
as especially detrimental to social 
progress in the post-9/11 era in 
which the need for inter- and in¬ 
tra-community dialogues and cul¬ 
tural exchanges has become even 
greater and more urgent. He hopes 
that his Tijuana-based models will 
take grip in the rapidly expanding 
housing marked of California in a 
way that counteracts the dangerous 
disintegration of community by 
conventional suburbs. 
“Antenna” (www.antennade- 
sign.com): While most New York¬ 
ers would not recognize the name 
‘Antenna’, the firm is responsible 
for several mainstays of the city’s 
transit system, including MetroCard 
dispensers, the L, 4, 5 and 6 subway 
cars, and a number of information¬ 
al kiosks on various subway routes. 
While product design accounts for 
a large portion of the firm’s work, 
Antenna also creates art installa¬ 
tions, viewable on their interactive 
website, that involve the viewer in 
the aesthetic process, undermining 
boundaries between the world and 
the individual as well as the politi¬ 
cal narratives that inform our sense 
of privacy, security and self. 
Political Play to Integrate Many Media 
Moriarty will use film and dance to examine the post 9-11 World 
"V for Vendetta" 
Targets Us All 
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sored by the Robinson Players, is 
best described as dance theater. 
One of Moriarty’s greatest influ¬ 
ences for the overall feel of the 
play is German choreographer 
Pina Bausch. Author Janet Ross 
describes Bausch's works as of¬ 
fering “different vantage points 
on a compelling yet bleak portrait 
of humanity.” Moriarty states, “I 
want to highlight the torture that 
has been occurring at Abu Ghraib 
and talk about the current state of 
politics and religion in our world 
today. I believe there is a fine line 
between the two, especially in 
the United States, but I see it con¬ 
stantly being blurred into one.” He 
wishes to show why he thinks this 
is, as he states, “from an American, 
sinning Christian, white boy’s point 
of view” as well as get a sense of 
the differing perspectives of many 
different people that he believes, 
share similar basic principles of 
life. Moriarty states, “It is wrong 
to kill people and yet we are cur¬ 
rently killing people, regardless 
of their beliefs because it is seen 
to be in our ‘best interest.’ We are 
being told that it is for our pro¬ 
tection and worth the fight for the 
sake of freedom. It is very scary 
to hear to President of the United 
States referring to the war on ter¬ 
rorism as a Great Crusade, when 
church and state are supposed to 
be separate in our country. In my 
eyes, black and white make gray 
and the shades of gray are usually 
forgotten when people hold onto 
just one side or the other.” 
He was also inspired by 
Charles Kimball’s lecture. Kimball 
was involved in the Iran conflict 
in the late 70’s, and he said that 
one does not have to be a cer¬ 
tain religion to see that AIDS is a 
problem, regardless of one's core 
beliefs. He asks, “[AIDS] is a prob¬ 
lem for humanity, like struggles, 
hunger, shelter, family and love. 
There are things we all need, so 
why do we have to fight so much 
to open our eyes and understand 
these issues?” While the play con¬ 
tains many of the ideas swimming 
around in Moriarty’s head it is not 
a play about what he thinks. On 
the contrary, he just wants the au¬ 
dience to come away with new 
perspectives and grasp an overall 
feeling evoked by the powerful 
images. 
Moriarty wishes to put these 
passionate ideas together on the 
stage with the help of various 
members from the Bates commu¬ 
nity. Assisted by performance art 
director William Pope.L as well as 
various members of the theater 
department, Moriarty has already 
started to gather together the im¬ 
portant parts necessary to create 
a successful show. Auditions were 
held on Monday, and he encour¬ 
ages anyone who wants to get in¬ 
volved to talk to him. 
When asked of his ultimate 
goal in putting on this production, 
Moriarty states, “My ultimate goal 
is to celebrate life, bring aware¬ 
ness to people and get someone 
to feel something. I feel we need 
to understand and learn about our 
differences and what motivates us 
all.” Moriarty explains this can be 
summed up in a quote from Pina 
Bausch who once said, “I am not 
interested in how people move, 
but what moves people.” 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 
escape from torture, she is able to 
maintain the form of her new self¬ 
hood while letting go of the horror 
on which it is grounded. 
In this sense the film is the tor¬ 
ture sequence. It is the calculated 
mirroring of violent, corrupted 
Western society and a represented 
downfall back onto itself in order 
that these violent and self-destruc¬ 
tive urges will become the proper¬ 
ty of the public that implicitly sanc¬ 
tions them, a property that is theirs 
to embrace or reject. The creators 
know they are torturing their au¬ 
dience, and they know how mor¬ 
ally ambiguous their actions are, 
even in this fantasy world, when 
they present us with limed bodies 
in a ditch, with scenes not too far 
off of what we know about Abu 
Gareb prison, with intensely vio¬ 
lent terrorist acts against national 
landmarks. They know they are 
immoral in acting so, and so they 
offer no rationale when confronted 
on this account; and this puts them 
in a strong position to exhort upon 
us to admit to the same sin. 
It is all too likely that “V” will 
call down upon itself a firestorm 
of moralistic fury from all the 
punditry located anywhere to the 
political right of the ACLU, but all 
such attacks would be thoroughly 
empty: they would blame someone 
who has already taken responsibil¬ 
ity for his actions - and they fail 
to take responsibility for theirs. 
When parliament blows up in the 
closing sequence, it is no green 
light to any would-be iconoclastic 
demolitionist, but quite the oppo¬ 
site: the buildings can no longer be 
destroyed, because that has already 
happened. It’s comical that they 
can still stand in London after hav¬ 
ing been destroyed because they’re 
already entirely irrelevant. And no¬ 
body needs to die for a cause be¬ 
cause in a democracy the only bar¬ 
rier that needs overcoming is that 
within one’s self which is complicit 
in the state’s power structure. That 
is what “V” offers us: the possibility 
for a violent expiation of our own 
political and moral shortcomings. 
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Staff Writers Infected with March Madness 
UConn vs. Upsets Bracket's Alive, But Soon to Be Mauled 
NATE PURINTON 
SPORTS COLUMNIST 
Well, it is March, and if I were play¬ 
ing a card game that I used to know 
in a life not so long ago, I might have 
said this over the past weekend, “Nev¬ 
er have I ever.. .attempted to write a 
thesis while simultaneously watching 
as much of the NGAA tournament as 
possible while having as successful a 
bracket as I have in past years.” With 
that excuse out in the open, I can now 
rail against a flawed point system that 
arguably cost me a chance at winning 
the pool in which I am currently en¬ 
tered. Concurrently, (I employed this 
word in my thesis chapter due tomor¬ 
row: I am proud of the usage) I will 
justify my "Cinderella" picks and an¬ 
nounce to you in the audience the 
2006 NCAA tournament champion. 
So I am an Ohioan, thus I have 
a propensity for things Midwestern. 
Anyway, as my first Cinderella team, I 
picked the Kent State Golden Flashes 
who, the previous weekend, knocked 
off my hometown Toledo Rockets 
to get into the tournament. I figured 
despite their difficult draw against Pitt, 
they would find a way to the Sweet 16. 
Done after Round One: my mistake. 
Now if there was one conference I was 
going to choose to ride to the top of 
the pool, it would be my region’s Big 
Ten. Wow, was this the wrong answer. 
The entire conference was knocked 
out by Sunday evening; what an in¬ 
credible event when you consider that 
the conference had the strongest col¬ 
lective RPI. The acronym R.I.P. seems 
better suited to the likes of Ohio State, 
Michigan State, Indiana, Iowa, Illinois 
and Wisconsin. 
I almost always pick mid-majors 
because they are more fun to root for, 
but watching the Big East, I fell in love 
with Pitt, Syracuse, BC and UConn. 
The crazy first weekend has left me 
with two teams, barely. BC snuck past 
Pacific, almost to my chagrin because I 
would have enjoyed watching the Bos¬ 
tonians around campus ripping their 
brackets apart. Down ten points in 
the second half, UConn rallied against 
sixteenth seed Albany. Three quarters 
of Batesies participating in pools would 
have been spent. 
My bracket was not completely de¬ 
stroyed as I did manage to accurately 
select Wichita State to get to the Sweet 
16. I also put a flier on Bradley be¬ 
cause I thought Kent State would beat 
them to get to Sweet 16, but instead it 
was Bradley taking out Pitt. 
One of the biggest surprises has 
been George Mason, who has knocked 
off Michigan State and North Carolina. 
If I had known that George Mason’s 
head coach was Jim Larranega, former 
coach at Bowling Green in northwest¬ 
ern Ohio whose son coached me in 
elementary school, I would have had 
them in the Sweet 16. 
So in sum, I would have a bracket 
worthy of winning a pool with a satis¬ 
factory point system if I had made sure 
to follow closely my regional favoritism. 
I have UConn winning, but as long as 
there are more upsets, I will be rela¬ 
tively content. And if you’re struggling 
under a heavy work load like me, look 
on the bright side, the night that the 
tournament ends is the night before the 
last day of classes (I think) and more 
importantly, the due date for thesis. 
That very day, I believe, the Cleveland 
Indians begin their quest for the team’s 
first World Series in 58 years. 
MAC KING 
STAFF WRITER 
For all of my bracket groups, my 
competitots made diche picks, electing 
highly favored teams to the Final Four. 
94 percent of my opponents selected 
UConn to play Duke in the final game 
and just under 80 percent of rival brackets 
predicted a canine exorcism of the Blue 
Devils, with the Dukies felling narrowly 
to the Huskies often by less than five 
points. 
Thus, in selecting my own picks, I 
opted to adopt a more individualistic ap¬ 
proach in hopes of picking the correct 
Cinderella story. Rest assured, I have no 
affiliation to my fair-weather band wagon 
jumping opponents (I cite the authors of 
The Bates Students other Madness col¬ 
umns). 
By selecting several-lower seeded 
teams to the Final Four, and more im¬ 
portantly, leaving Duke and UConn to 
rot like the worthless perennial power¬ 
houses they are in the Sweet Sixteen, I 
diversified my bracket from my oppo¬ 
nents. With this plan, should two or three 
of my teams make it to the Final Four, 
while risking early expulsion, I also all but 
guaranteed myself a victory over the rest 
of my bracket group. 
I .selected West Virginia, Gonzaga, 
UNC and Villanova to make the Final 
Four, and the Bulldogs to beat out the 
Wildcats 76-73 in the finals. Now, upon 
initial examination, viewing my picks 
might cause the average reader to ex¬ 
claim “ouch.” True, UNC failed to make 
the Sweet Sixteen, Gonzaga scored ten in 
the last two minutes with Morrison drop¬ 
ping 35 to squeak by Xavier in the first 
round, Villanova has a team full of guards 
and I embody the only individual outside 
of Morgantown to select West Virginia to 
the Final Four. Yet of my three remaining 
Final Four picks, all of them have the abil¬ 
ity to surprise people. 
Villanova’s guards and lack of a big 
man (their supposed weakness accord¬ 
ing to various college basketball analysts) 
has rendered them the fastest team in the 
tournament. Their speed up and down 
the court and ability to beat their men, 
has allowed the Wildcats to avoid the 
paint and kick the ball out to their corps 
of straight shooting guards. Allan Ray has 
made a strong case thus fer for tourna¬ 
ment MVP, demonstrating his ability to 
bang long, short and midrange shots, hit¬ 
ting more j’s than Ricky Williams on the 
20th of April. 
Moving west, many have criticized 
Gonzaga for their lack of a supporting 
cast But as long as Morrison and his 
greasy mustache can continue to drop 35 
a night, and Batista can follow with 18- 
20, this team has the kind of right-hook 
offense which can knock you out in a 
hurry. Believe in the ’stache. 
Surprisingly, West Virginia has played 
perhaps the most consistent basketball 
of the three Final Four teams I selected, 
safely dispatching Southern Illinois and 
Northwestern State. The Longhorns in the 
Sweet Sixteen and the Blue Devils in the 
Elite Eight should present the Mountain¬ 
eers with some serious troubles on their 
way to the Final Four, but Pittsnogle’s size 
and his ability as a big man to bang more 
threes than Jenna Jameson should give 
the Mountaineers a legitimate shot to be¬ 
come a 2006 Cinderella story. 
All brackets aside, as for me, a Seattle 
native, Til be pulling for the University of 
Wshington Huskies. But should they 
lose to college basketball's other Hus¬ 
kies, then let's go Wrchita State. Shock the 
TOM FLANAGAN 
MANAGING FORUM EDITOR 
Well, heading into the tournament 
I made it very public that I knew less 
about the field than I ever have leading 
up to an NCAA tournament, and the 
state of my bracket has proven that that 
assessment was correct. I knew plenty 
about the powerhouses: Duke, UConn, 
Villanova, Texas, Horida, BC, etc. Not 
surprising to anyone, they are all still 
in the tournament, giving my bracket a 
glimmer of hope. 
Three of my final four and my na¬ 
tional championship game are all still 
intact, so technically my bracket is still 
alive in my small pool. But it’s the same 
type of “still alive” that can describe a 
water buffalo with thirteen lionesses 
tearing into it on Animal Planet. 
It has been dragged to its knees 
but still has a remarkably calm expres¬ 
sion and isn’t even crying out or fight¬ 
ing back. From a distance, it may even 
appear that the water buffalo is poised 
to rally and fight off its assailants. This 
couldn’t be further from the truth. My 
bracket sustained severe and traumatic 
structural damage throughout the first 
and second rounds, and even though I 
have a lot of teams still playing, they are 
generally the same ones that everyone 
else still has playing, too. 
So, I’m way behind in the points 
and it is almost impossible for me to 
catch up, even if my picks play out in 
the late rounds. My only hope is a Vil¬ 
lanova national championship, as I’m 
the only one in my pool who picked 
them to win. But the way my luck has 
been so far this tournament, that’s like 
the water buffalo saying, “All I need is 
a dozen of my water buffalo friends to 
trot over right now and start kicking 
these lionesses.” It’s still breathing, but 
the water buffalo is really dead. 
You Win Some, You Lose Some 
WHITNEY WARREN 
STAFF WRITER 
Right now, I’m losing a lot. And I 
suppose it happens when you go big 
- jumping on the backs of some Tar 
Heel freshmen who all were suddenly 
given this dark-horse-to-repeat image 
by ESPN. Likewise, my Jayhawks run¬ 
ner-up pick fizzled out. 
Apparently hype only goes so far. 
So with UNC and the Kansas burn¬ 
ing, having already crashed, I believe 
it’s time to reassess the remaining 16 
and give a few more picks, seeing as 
only one of my original four Final Four 
teams remains. (It should be noted, 
mainly for my own conscience, that no 
amount of media babble encouraged 
my final picks. Watching UNC go into 
Cameron in early March and give the 
Blue Devils an 83-76 shellacking was 
not only entertaining, but impressive 
and assuring.) 
Forgive me for being a little off on 
my picks, but I believe the other colum¬ 
nists may be doing better due to a lack 
of the, um, the proverbial ‘testes.’ O.K. 
Nate, yeah, go ahead, pick Connecticut. 
Where was the Ohio pride at the begin¬ 
ning1 
I like a George Mason Champion¬ 
ship here, over who else but Bradley? 
But if I must adhere to some sort of re¬ 
ality, I suppose a Final Four of Duke, 
Wichita State, Georgetown and Gonza¬ 
ga has potential. Wichita State will get 
its chance at Connecticut for sure, and I 
like Georgetown’s big Hibbert. Finals, 
I’ll go with Georgetown over Duke. I 
don’t even like Duke, but Shelden Wil¬ 
liams is just way too ugly not to put 
them in the Finals. That’s got to count 
for something. 
Well that’s my spiel. All four of 
those teams will now lose before Satur¬ 
day ... watch. 
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Women's Lax Suffers Tough 
Loss to Wesleyan; Beats USM 
SCOTT PRIEST 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Women’s lacrosse was shut 
down by Wesleyan in its first 
NESCAC action on Saturday, 
losing 9-8 in the contest in 
Middletown. 
Molly Wagner ’08 and Kat 
Farmer ’07 each scored two 
goals for the Bobcats, who 
stand at 2-1 overall and 0-1 in 
NESCAC play. 
The first half was character¬ 
ized by high scoring and play 
dominated by Bates. Bates held 
leads of 4-2 (at 16:02) and 6-3 
(at 6:39) over Wesleyan before 
the Cardinals put together a 
string of four goals in four min¬ 
utes to overtake Bates, though 
Julie Berman ’08 brought the 
Bobcats even with Wesleyan 
with 44 seconds to go in the 
first half. 
The Bobcats reclaimed the 
lead in the second half at 8-7, 
but Wesleyan tied it up again 
with 20 minutes to go, and 
then with five minutes remain¬ 
ing, the Cardinals scored the 
last goal of the game and held 
Bates off for the remainder of 
the contest to claim the vic¬ 
tory. 
“Other than a seven-minute 
stretch at the end of the first 
half, we outplayed them,” said 
head coach Brett Allen. 
Bates dominated Wesley¬ 
an in both shots (34-20) and 
ground balls (32-14) but could 
not get any goals past Cardinal 
goalie Kate Jones in the sec¬ 
ond half, other than Farmer’s 
second tally, which came 22 
seconds into play. Jones fin¬ 
ished the game with 18 saves 
on Bates’ 26 shots on goal. 
Bates goalie Katie Nickerson 
’08 stopped seven of the 16 
shots on goal for the Cardi¬ 
nals. 
Shannon Tully ’06, Jeanne 
Lothrop ’08 and Rachel Harmel- 
ing ’08 all added first-half goals 
to the Bobcat total. 
“What we need to do to 
overcome our obstacles is 
pretty simple,” said Allen. “We 
need to get better at finishing 
our scoring opportunities.” 
The Bobcats' first two wins 
of the season came in non-con¬ 
ference games against Babson 
and the University of Southern 
Maine. Bates hosted Babson 
on Tuesday, defeating them 17- 
8 behind a scoring barrage led 
by Wagner, who notched five, 
and Tully, who netted three. 
USM visited Bates on 
Wednesday, and were dropped 
20-4. Wagner and Harmeling 
registered hat tricks while Ka¬ 
tie Smarse ’09 earned the win 
with four saves over 46 min¬ 
utes in goal. 
Bates hits the road this 
week, visiting the University 
of New England on Wednesday 
and Gordon College on Thurs¬ 
day. 
Men's Lax 
Defeats 
Trinity 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 
tion, Trinity received the ball 
on the last face-off of regula¬ 
tion and ripped a shot with 
just seconds left to play. With 
ice water in his veins, Kazarian 
made a huge save sending his 
team into overtime. 
Team vacuum Gabriel Bel- 
sky ’06 won the OT face off, 
securely landing the ball in 
the Bantam end. Following a 
brief barrage of shots, Morin 
sniped back netting for the 
golden-goal overtime victory. 
Medeiros accumulated five as¬ 
sists in the win, while Kazarian 
saved seven. 
The Bobcats travel to Gor¬ 
don Wednesday and then host 
Wesleyan Saturday afternoon. 
Softball 
to Play 
Brandeis 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 
sity. Helping out offensively were 
Franklin and Beth Lakin ’08 who 
each went 2-3 at the plate. 
Bates was unable to return 
home with a winning record, 
dropping the final game of the 
tournament to Wooster College. 
Moses said of the game, “It was a 
nail-biter that proved to be a dis¬ 
appointment,” as Wooster came 
back from a 5-3 deficit to clip the 
Bobcats 9-6. 
Not lost in the disappointment 
is co-captain Kyla Decato’s ’06 
impressive offensive display. On 
that day, Decato went 4-4 with a 
home run, a double and two RBI’s. 
The Bobcats resume play next 
weekend with a double header at 
Brandeis on Saturday. 
Baseball Outlook: Young but Optimistic 
JEN MCINNIS 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
While the flower buds 
of spring generally indicate 
a new baseball season, this 
year’s diminutive-sized buds 
seem to only serve as a re¬ 
minder that this year’s snow¬ 
less winter has lingered well 
beyond its welcome. 
Nevertheless, baseball 
has forged on, initially with 
spring training here at Bates 
over February break as well as 
five weeks of daily practices 
topped off with last weekend’s 
scrimmage against Colby. 
“The team has worked hard 
and is ready to start the sea¬ 
son down in Florida,” noted 
coach Craig Vandersea. 
This year’s team is par¬ 
ticularly young with nine first- 
years along with eleven soph¬ 
omores, four juniors and four 
seniors. 
Tomorrow, they will trav¬ 
el to Florida for a weekend 
packed with three back-to- 
back double-headers vfersus 
Elms College, Western Con¬ 
necticut State and Ramapo. 
“We’ll know a lot more 
about our team after our six 
games down in Florida,” said 
Tyler Paul ’06. “If things start 
clicking for us once we get 
outside and start really play¬ 
ing baseball, we’ll be very 
competitive.” 
Last Friday afternoon, the 
team did get the opportunity 
to put their practice to use 
in an even-played scrimmage 
against Colby. 
“The game was a momen¬ 
tary break more than any¬ 
thing,” said Paul. 
“It was great to get on the 
road and play someone new in 
a different place. Also, it was 
very beneficial for our batters 
to see some different pitching 
and our pitchers to be put in 
more of a game situation and 
do some things that we haven’t 
been able to do all spring.” 
Last spring, the team grad¬ 
uated Mike Kinsman ’05, who 
was the ace pitcher for the 
last four years. But there are a 
pack of new pitchers eager to 
start the season. 
“With seven new pitchers, 
we have not only added to the 
depth of the bullpen, but we 
will also have better pitching 
options with set-up and clos¬ 
ers than we have had in the 
last few years,” said Vander¬ 
sea. 
“The team will be solid on 
defense again this year. The 
hitting line-up is more of an 
extra base-hitting line-up. We 
have some guys in the line-up 
that have power and can drive 
in runs.” 
“I’m very pleased with 
our team chemistry. We really 
have 28 guys who like to play 
baseball and are a blast to be 
around,” added Paul. 
While the team is primar¬ 
ily focusing on the impending 
Florida games, upon their re¬ 
turn they are due to host UMF 
on March 28 at 3 p.m. 
Bobcat of 
the Week 
Brent Morin '08 
College NIGHT! 
^0 
Morin, a standout 
for men's soccer, is 
also having an excel¬ 
lent season so far as 
a middie for lacrosse. 
In the Bobcats' come¬ 
back win over Trin¬ 
ity, he scored four 
goals, including the 
game-winner in OT. 
For the season, he 
has eight goals and 
five assists. 
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Ranked Men's Lax Rally at Trinity; 
Improve Record to 5-0 for Season 
MAC KING 
STAFF WRITER 
LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
Ryan O'Connor '06 chases down Matt Ramieor during Bates' win over 
Mt. Ida. 
Men’s lacrosse has finally 
garnered some of the national 
respect they always knew they 
deserved. After opening the 
season unranked, the Garnet 
men have clawed their way 
into the top-20 with last Satur¬ 
day’s upset win over Amherst. 
Following a big week, the 
Bobcats should see their rank¬ 
ing as the country’s 17th best 
Division III team continue to 
rise, as they currently boast a 
perfect 5-0 record (2-0 in NE- 
SCAC). 
The team opened last 
week’s series of victories with 
an absolute pasting of New 
England College, delivering a 
full offensive broadside and 
sending the Pilgrims’ figurative 
Mayflower to the bottom of the 
briny deep. 
The Bobcats distributed 
their scoring fairly evenly 
throughout their ranks with ten 
different players netting goals. 
Brenton Pitt ’06, Jon Kin- 
nane ’07 and Justin Simon ’08 
led all scorers with two goals 
apiece, while Pressly McCance 
’08, Matt Erisman ’07, Dave 
Pritchard ’06, Wes Couture ’07, 
Bryan Frates ’08, Jeremy Grant 
’08 and Will Akie ’08 all found 
netting. 
Despite launching a salvo 
of shots against the Pilgrims, 
out-shooting their pioneering 
opponents 42-18 and scoring 
14 goals in the bout, the Bob¬ 
cat defense stole the show. 
Captain Paul Kazarian ’06 
made four saves before getting 
pulled after a shutout first half, 
and the Garnet men allowed 
their fewest goals since 2003- 
Pitt and Mike Medeiros ’08 
also combined for ten ground 
balls. 
Less than 24 hours after 
wiping the floor with NEC the 
Bobcats blew-out a Mount Ida 
squad perennially dominant in 
their league. 
Once again the Garnet men 
dispersed their 19 goals evenly, 
this time between 15 players. 
Medeiros and Erisman wracked 
up a combined nine points, 
while Couture, Kinnane and 
Sean O’Brien ’09 each scored 
twice. 
Kazarian continued to an¬ 
chor a staunch Bobcat defense, 
corralling the Mustangs until 
they scored their first goal in 
the third quarter, making five 
saves to complete the 19-4 vic¬ 
tory. 
Thus with two big wins un¬ 
der their belts, in which they 
outscored their opponents by a 
net score of 32-5, the Bobcats 
confidently entered Saturday 
against a lowly ranked but un¬ 
derrated Trinity squad-perhaps 
a little too confidently. 
After taking a 2-1 lead, 
thanks to two first-period goals 
from Brent Morin ’08, the Bob¬ 
cats found themselves losing 
on the road by a score of 10-4 
with less than six minutes left 
to play in the game. 
Perhaps recognizing the 
imminence of defeat, Bates 
turned up the temperature of 
their play, generating signifi¬ 
cant offensive heat in very lit¬ 
tle time. Erisman netted three 
goals in four minutes, then 
Morin scored. 
Finally Craig Blake ’08, with 
28 seconds left on the clock, 
took the ball straight from the 
face-off, sniping back netting 
to ti§ the game. 
Following a Bobcat viola- 
See MEN'S LAX, page 11 
Another All- 
American 
Award for 
Meg Coffin 
JOHN MCNULTY 
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR 
Bobcat three-sport star Meg 
Coffin ’07 became the second Bates 
female athlete to reap all-American 
status in two different sports when 
she was named to the D3hoops. 
com All-American Fourth Team, 
adding yet another award to her al¬ 
ready impressive total for this past 
season in women’s basketball. 
This fall, she was a Second- 
Team All-American defender for 
soccer. Coffin was also named NE- 
SCAC Player of the year as well as 
First Team All-New England in an 
impressive season on the hardwood 
in which she led the Bobcats in four 
categories: scoring (17.1 ppg), re¬ 
bounding (11.0 rpg), blocked shots 
(1.6 bpg) and steals (2.3 spg). 
The only prior female Bates 
athlete to win such an achievement 
before Coffin was Liz Wanless ’04, 
who was All-American in women’s 
track and field as well as volleyball. 
Coffin is the fifth Bobcat to garner 
All-American status this season. 
The other four are Adam Mac¬ 
beth ’06 (men’s track and field), 
Keelin Godsey ’06 (women’s track 
and field), Kelsey Lamdin ’09 
(women’s swimming and diving) 
and Ricky Weisskopf ’08 (men’s 
squash). 
Softball Starts Season in 
Sunny Florida, Wins 3 of 6 
CHRIS NELSON 
STAFF WRITER 
Men's Tennis Prevails in Nailbiter 
Against Colby; Upends Skidmore 
Last weekend, while the 
rest of Bates College was ' in 
winter hibernation mode, the 
Softball team traveled to sunny 
Florida to compete in six games 
over a period of three days in the 
Gene Kusic Classic tournament. 
Co-captain Lissa Moses ’06 
said about the trip, “The most 
significant thing we got out 
of Florida was that everyone 
contributed. Overall, we were 
pretty consistent on defense.” 
The trip started out with a bang, 
as the Bobcats easily dispatched 
an overmatched Mt. Ida team by 
a score of 18-2. 
The Bobcats pounded out 13 
hits in the game highlighted by 
home runs from Katie Franklin 
’07 and Stacia Saniuk ’09. Mo¬ 
ses added three RBI’s and Caitlin 
Murphy scored three runs. Junior 
Kristin Masino, who pitched for 
most of the tournament, picked 
up the win. Masino also pitched 
in the second game of the day, 
but the Bobcats were far less 
fortunate as SUNY-Brockport 
State surged for a 6-0 victory. 
The silver lining here was the 
work of Molly Ritner ’09 who ac¬ 
counted for two of the Bobcats 
five hits in the game. 
Masino only allowed one 
earned run in the decision. 
The next day saw a similar out¬ 
come from the Bobcats, as they 
lost in the first game to Nichols 
College 5-1, but came back in the 
late game to beat Salem State 6- 
3. 
Moses said that the Bobcats 
benefited from “a great clutch hit 
from Alex Bethel ’08 in the sev¬ 
enth to secure the victory against 
Salem State.” Bethel finished 
the game with two hits and two 
RBI’s. 
Also in this game, Saniuk had 
an outstanding all-around per¬ 
formance, finishing with two hits 
and two RBI’s as well as many 
great defensive stops. 
Christina Knobel ’09 picked 
up the win for the Bobcats, 
combining with Kate Brown 
’08 on a three-hit effort. 
Finally, on Saturday, the Bobcats 
once again split a pair of games. 
In the early game, Masino pitched 
effectively leading Bates to a 6-2 
triumph over Norwich Univer- 
See SOFTBALL, page 11 
JOHN MCNULTY 
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR 
After dropping a 7-0 deci¬ 
sion to the perennial power¬ 
house Middlebury Panthers, 
men’s tennis rebounded by 
winning their first two home 
matches this season against 
Colby and Skidmore, in the 
process improving their season 
record to 5-3. 
In their closest match of the 
season, the Bobcats held on to 
top Colby 4-3. 
This match, along with the 
Skidmore match on Saturday, 
took place indoors at Merrill 
Gymnasium due to weather 
that was colder than antici¬ 
pated. 
The win came in large part 
to co-captain Will Boe-Wie- 
gaard ’06, who notched wins 
in both the first singles and 
doubles match. 
In the doubles match, he 
teamed up with Tristan Beach 
’06 to take down the Colby 
pair of Brian Brown and Brody 
Saunders, 8-4. Boe-Wiegaard 
also won at the top singles 
spot, besting Brown in straight 
sets 6-1, 6-4. 
Bates also picked up 
straight set wins in the three 
and five spots. Greg Little ’07 
won over Zach Schuman 6-0, 6- 
4 while Mike Sherman ’09 also 
withstood a second set chal¬ 
lenge to prevail 6-2, 6-4 over 
Tim Fuhriman in the number 
five spot. 
Colby’s three wins came 
in second doubles, where 
Schuman and Ben Crane won 
over Little and Josh Feinberg 
’08 eight games to four and in 
three-set matches in the two 
and four spots. 
In the two spot, Beach 
dropped the first set to Saun¬ 
ders, only to rally back to take 
a closely-contested second set 
7-5. 
But Brody bounced back 
to win the deciding third set 
to take the match 6-3, 5-7, 6-2. 
Crane picked up Colby’s other 
match win, downing Feinberg 
in three sets, 6-1, 2-6, 6-1. In 
the other singles match, Ben 
Stein ’09 beat Alex Chin 6-4, 
6-2. 
The Bobcats had a decid¬ 
edly easier time against Skid¬ 
more, winning 6-1. Boe-Wie- 
gaard won again, dispatching a 
solid opponent in Greg Sher in 
two sets, 6-4, 6-2, while in the 
number two spot, Beach over¬ 
whelmed Josh Rucker 6-1, 6-1. 
Sherman looked dominant 
in his 6-1, 6-3 win over T.J. 
David. The Bobcats also took 
the five and six spot singles in 
straight sets, as Stein prevailed 
over Jared Karlebach in two 
close sets 6-4, 7-5 and Patrick 
Conway ’07 beat Tyson Mack¬ 
enzie 7-5, 6-3. 
The only loss for the Bob¬ 
cats came in a close match be¬ 
tween Little and Brett Levin in 
the number three spot. 
Levin won the first set, but 
Little showed his mettle by 
taking the second set on a tie¬ 
breaker. But Levin succeeded 
in winning a tight third set to 
win 6-3, 6-7 (3), 10-7. 
In doubles, action, Boe-Wie- 
gaard and Beach creamed Sher 
and Karlebach 8-0. Little/Fein- 
berg and Stein/Sherman both 
won their matches by identical 
8-4 scores. 
The then will look to con¬ 
tinue their recent success to¬ 
morrow, when they travel to 
Cambridge to take on MIT. 
